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Navigating the European Driving License in Poland: A Comprehensive
Guide
For lots of expats, digital nomads, and international trainees residing in Poland, acquiring or exchanging a driving
license is an important step toward true independence. Poland, as a jak kupić prawo jazdy member of the
European Union, issues driving licenses that abide by standardized EU guidelines. Whether a person is seeking to
exchange a foreign license or go back to square one, comprehending the subtleties of the European driving
license in Poland is necessary.

This thorough guide checks out whatever one requires to learn about getting, exchanging, and using a European
driving license in Poland.

Understanding the EU Driving License Framework
Poland problems driving licenses that follow the basic European Union format. These pink, credit-card-sized
plastic cards are mutually recognized throughout all EU and European Economic Area (EEA) member states.

The main benefit of holding an EU-standard license is liberty of motion. A chauffeur with a Polish-issued EU
license can legally drive throughout the bloc without requiring an International Driving Permit (IDP).

Vehicle Categories at a Glance

When looking for a license in Poland, applicants must specify which category of vehicle they want to drive.

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quad bikes 14 years A1/ A2/ A Motorcycles (varying
from light to heavy) 16/ 18/ 24 years B Standard cars, vans, and light trucks (approximately 3,500 kg) 18 years C
Heavy goods vehicles (trucks) 21 years D Buses and guest transportation vehicles 24 years

Driving in Poland with a Foreign License
Before diving into the procedure of getting a Polish license, it is necessary to comprehend the rules concerning
foreign licenses.

EU/EEA Licenses: Drivers who hold a legitimate driving license provided by another EU or EEA nation can
drive in Poland till their license ends. There is no stringent legal commitment to exchange it for a Polish one,
however lots of select to do so for administrative benefit.

Non-EU Licenses (Vienna Convention): If the license was released by a nation that signed the 1968 Vienna
Convention on Road Traffic, the holder can drive in Poland for as much as 6 months from the date of
establishing permanent or momentary residency. After this period, the license should be exchanged for a
Polish one.

Non-Vienna Convention Licenses: Drivers from countries not celebration to the Vienna Convention (e.g.,
the United States, depending upon the state, or China) usually should acquire an International Driving Permit
(IDP) together with their national license, and they are likewise based on the 6-month residency guideline
before an exchange or local screening is required.
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Exchanging a Foreign License for a Polish One
For expats who have actually settled in Poland, exchanging an existing license is typically the most simple route,
supplied their home nation has a reciprocal arrangement with Poland.

Requirements for License Exchange

To successfully exchange a foreign driving license, candidates should prepare the following documentation:

Proof of Legal Residency: A Polish home card ( karta pobytu), visa, or EU citizen registration certificate
proving a minimum of 185 days of residency in Poland.

The Foreign Driving License: The physical card, in addition to a licensed Polish translation (unless it is an
EU-format license).

Application Form: Completed and signed at the local office ( Urząd).

Medical Certificate: A short medical checkup verifying fitness to drive.

Passport-sized Photograph: Standard dimensions (35x45 mm).

Evidence of Payment: Receipt of the administrative cost (usually around 100-- 150 PLN).

How to Get a New European Driving License in Poland from Scratch
For individuals who do not hold a valid foreign license, getting a Polish driving license requires going through the
conventional local training and screening system.

Step-by-Step Process

1. Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę):Before taking any lessons or tests, applicants
should obtain a Driver Candidate Profile. This is done at the local district workplace ( Starostwo Powiatowe or
town hall/ Urząd Miasta) by submitting a medical certificate, a picture, and evidence of identity.

2. Complete Medical and Psychological Exams:Applicants need to check out an authorized occupational
physician to evaluate their vision, hearing, and basic physical fitness.

3. Driving School ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców - OSK):While not strictly mandatory for the theoretical
exam, registering in a driving school is virtually essential. For Category B, basic training generally consists of:

30 hours of theoretical classes (traffic rules, emergency treatment).

30 hours of useful behind-the-wheel driving. (Note: Many schools now use theoretical courses in English).

4. Pass the State Exams:Exams are administered by provincial traffic centers called WORD ( Wojewódzki
Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test covering traffic policies and road indications. (Available in
English and other major languages in many WORD branches).

Practical Exam: Consists of maneuvers on a confined course (e.g., hill begins, parking) followed by
driving in genuine traffic conditions together with a state inspector.

Costs Associated with a Polish Driving License
Budgeting for a driving license in Poland includes a number of separate expenditures. Below is an approximated
breakdown of the expenses for a basic Category B license:



Medical Examination: 200 PLN

Passport Photos: 40 - 60 PLN

Driving School Course (OSK): 2,500 - 4,000 PLN (varies greatly by city and inflation)

WORD State Exams:

Theoretical test: ~ 50 PLN

Practical exam: ~ 200 PLN

License Issuance Fee: 100.50 PLN

Tips for Success for International Drivers
Navigating Polish administration can sometimes feel challenging. Keep these practical tips in mind to streamline
the process:

Language Barriers: While significant cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Wrocław have WORD centers that
enable English-speakers to take the theory test in English (and often supply sworn translators for the dry run),
smaller towns may need you to bring your own sworn translator for the useful examination.

Keep Documents Updated: Ensure your short-term residence registration ( meldunek) is active, as
administrative bodies frequently cross-reference this information.

Client Persistence: Processing times for exchanging foreign licenses can range from a few weeks to several
months, depending on how long it takes Polish authorities to verify the credibility of the initial foreign file
with embassies or home countries.

Obtaining or converting a European driving license in Poland opens up extraordinary chances for trip throughout
the picturesque Polish countryside and seamless travel throughout the entire European Union. By understanding
the legal requirements, gathering the required documentation, and preparing adequately for regional
examinations, expats and homeowners can hit the Polish roads with self-confidence and total assurance.


