Planning a kitchen renovation in London—especially when you want quartz worktops—means navigating a maze
of costs, regulations, and design choices. With the London property market's unique challenges, setting a realistic
budget upfront can save you stress and unexpected expenses. In this guide, I'll break down everything you need

to know for 2026, including how to distinguish installed prices from showroom temptations, where to invest your

budget smartly, and why London-specific factors push prices higher.

Understanding 2026 London Kitchen Cost Ranges

Mid-range kitchen renovations in London generally fall between £20,000 and £40,000 installed. These figures

encapsulate everything from demolition and installation to appliances and, crucially, worktops.

Budget Range What You Can Expect £20,000 - £25,000 Basic mid-range kitchen, laminate or composite worktops,
standard appliances £25,000 - £35,000 Quartz worktops, upgraded appliances, some bespoke cabinetry £35,000

- £40,000+ High-end composites or quartz, premium appliances, bespoke units, complex layouts

At first glance, showroom prices can look attractive, but these often exclude installation, VAT, and ancillary work.
For example, a quartz worktop may be advertised at £300 per linear metre, but once templates, cuts, joins, and

installation are added, you'll more realistically pay £400 to £500 per metre installed.

Installed Price vs Showroom Price Traps

One of my biggest pet peeves from my years working around kitchen refurbishments is how often “units only”
prices get compared to fully installed quotes. London Post, a leading market player known for transparent pricing,

frequently highlights these discrepancies. This is a particular trap when comparing quartz worktops too.
Some showrooms advertise quartz worktops at a low headline price but don’t mention that:

® VAT at 20% will be added to most kitchen work (this includes cabinets, appliances, and installation)
* Templates, delivery, and waste disposal catch many clients out — and are often charged as extras

® |abour costs in London are 20-30% higher than outside the city, inflating installation charges



As a rule of thumb, always ask if prices quoted include installation, VAT, electro-mechanical fixes, and any necessary

building approvals.

Quartz vs Composite Worktops: What’s the Real Difference?

When budgeting for worktops, quartz typically commands a premium of 10% to 15% over composite alternatives.

But what are you really paying for?

* Quartz: Engineered stone with a high natural quartz content, valued for durability, stain resistance, and
premium finish.
* Composite: Can include materials such as resin, recycled glass, or man-made stones that mimic quartz's look

but at a lower cost.

From my experience collaborating with Genesis London, a kitchen designer specialising in premium materials,
clients investing in quartz enjoy long-term value thanks to the material's durability and styling potential. However,

if budget is tight, some mid-range composites offer acceptable visual appeal and performance.

Where to Spend vs Where to Save in Your London Kitchen Budget

Knowing where to prioritise your expenditure is crucial. Here's my budget breakdown suggestion for a £30,000

mid-range London kitchen with quartz worktops:

1. Cabinetry and joinery — 40% (£12,000): This includes the cost of your custom or semi-bespoke base and

wall units. Companies like Beams (beamsrenovation.com) offer excellent quality and clarity on lead times.

2. Worktops — 12% (£3,600): Quartz installed typically falls into this range. Composites around £3,000 if you're

looking to save.
3. Appliances - 15% (£4,500): Mid-range brands with good warranties. Shop around but avoid buying purely
on price.

4. Labour - 20% (£6,000): Includes all trades, fitting, and potential electrical work under Building Regulations
Part P (e.g. new sockets or downlights). Notifiable electrical work requires certified tradespeople and often a

Building Control sign-off.



5. Other costs — 13% (£3,900): Plumbing changes, plastering, flooring, VAT at 20%, waste disposal, possible

parking bay suspensions if your builders need it.

One of the frequent “things people forget” in London is the need to factor in parking bay suspensions for delivery
vans or skips, which can add £100-£200 per day. VAT at 20% applies to most domestic kitchen work, so always
check whether your contractor’s quote is VAT-inclusive.

The London Premium: Why Costs are Higher Here
London'’s premium arises primarily from these factors:

* Labour costs: Skilled trades command a higher daily rate; expect a minimum of £250-£300/day for qualified

joiners or electricians.

* Access and logistics: Narrow Victorian terraces and mansion blocks restrict vehicle access and complicate

deliveries, often adding time and cost.

* Waste management: Limited skip space and stricter waste disposal rules in the city can push up your budget

for waste removal.

* Older housing: Many properties have uneven floors, outdated wiring, or non-standard dimensions, requiring
additional carpentry or rewiring work. This also means adherence to Building Regulations Part P for electrical

work is especially relevant.

Final Tips When Budgeting Your London Kitchen

* Get multiple detailed quotes: Beams renovation projects often start with three quotes—from suppliers and

trade professionals—to check for consistency and scope creep.

e Aim for transparency: Ask contractors whether their quotes include VAT, what their warranty terms are, and

confirm the anticipated project duration—not just vague lump sums with no day count.

* Plan realistically: Be wary of promises from bespoke kitchen companies claiming four-week turnaround
times. These are more common with companies like Genesis London that offer premium, made-to-measure

designs but have longer lead times than big retailers.

* Mind electrical regulations: If you require new downlights or socket sockets, ensure the electrician is
qualified for notifiable electrical work compliant with Building Regulations Part P to avoid future headaches or

insurance issues.

Summary

To sum up, if you want quartz worktops in a London kitchen refurbishment london-post.co.uk in 2026, plan on a
mid-range budget of £20,000 to £40,000 fully installed. Quartz worktops will typically consume around 10% to
15% of this budget. Be mindful of showroom price traps, London-specific cost drivers such as labour and access,

and factor in VAT at 20% and regulatory compliance costs like Building Regulations Part P for electrical work.

Companies like London Post, Beams, and Genesis London provide valuable guidance and service options that can
help navigate these complexities. With careful budgeting and realistic expectations, you can achieve a stunning,

durable kitchen space that adds authentic value and enjoyment to your home.


https://london-post.co.uk/how-much-does-a-kitchen-renovation-cost-in-london/

