
A drafty window or door is not just a comfort issue. It is usually a sign that air is moving where it should not, and
that same gap can bring in dust, moisture, noise, and higher utility bills.

The useful part is that draft diagnosis is usually straightforward once you know where to look. Sometimes the fix
is as simple as sealing a gap. Sometimes the opening itself has shifted, and the only durable answer is repair or
replacement.

Tracing Air Leaks Around Openings
The first step is simple inspection. On a breezy day, feel around the perimeter of each opening and pay attention
to where the air changes. A draft at the top edge suggests a different issue than one at the threshold or along
the hinge side.

Window drafts usually start at the sash, the weatherstripping, or the connection between the window unit and
the rough opening. Cold glass alone is not always a defect, but moving air around the perimeter is a real sign of
leakage.

With doors, the problem is often at the bottom edge or the latch side. A worn sweep, a poor threshold seal, or a
door that has shifted out of square can all let air move freely.

A flashlight test can reveal the weak spots quickly. If you can see daylight around the edges, the opening is not
sealing the way it should.

Why Windows And Doors Start To Leak Air
Weatherstripping is the most common failure point. It compresses, dries out, tears, or flattens over time, and
once it stops making firm contact, air finds the gap immediately. This is common on both windows and doors,
especially on openings that get used every day.

A draft can also point to an installation issue. When a unit was not set squarely or sealed well from the start,
seasonal movement can open a gap that was never obvious before.

A shifting house can throw off alignment enough to create air leaks. When the opening is no longer square, the
seal breaks first, then the comfort problems follow.

Older frames can be part of the issue as well. Wood can shrink, aluminum can conduct cold and feel drafty, and
older single-pane units simply do a poor job of blocking air and temperature transfer. In those cases, caulk and
weatherstripping can help, but they may not fully solve the problem.

Practical Fixes For Drafty Windows And Doors
For many drafty openings, start with the low-cost fixes. Replace worn weatherstripping, install a fresh door sweep,
and recaulk visible gaps where the trim meets the wall. Those steps will not cure every problem, but they often
make a real difference fast.

Do not overuse caulk, though. Caulk belongs at stationary joints, not where parts need to move. A window sash,
a hinged door edge, or a threshold contact point usually needs flexible sealing materials or adjustment, not a
heavy bead that cracks later.



Adjustments also matter. Many doors can be tightened by adjusting hinges, strikes, or the threshold so the latch
side pulls in more firmly. Windows may need lock repair or sash alignment so both sides meet evenly when
closed.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

If you are working in stages, start with the leakiest openings. The doors and windows that feel worst, window
installation or that are hardest to open and close, usually give you the biggest comfort improvement for the least
effort.

Knowing When A New Window Or Door Makes More Sense
There comes a point when patches stop paying off. If the same draft keeps coming back, the unit itself may be
the problem, not just one of its parts.

Other signs are more subtle. Condensation between panes, broken locks, soft wood, recurring sticking, or gaps
that change with the season all suggest the unit is losing performance. If the opening is uncomfortable and
difficult to operate, it is worth comparing repair cost to replacement cost before sinking more money into short-
term fixes.

In practical terms, replacement is usually the smarter choice when drafts are paired with age and multiple failures.
A single worn sweep is one thing. A door that sags, leaks, and scrapes all at once is another.

When you are comparing options, look at more than price. Think about how often the room is used, how
exposed the opening is to weather, and whether the rest of the house is still well sealed. Good work on one leaky
door can make a bigger comfort difference than adding insulation in the wrong place.
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