Find Where The Draft Is Coming From First

Old windows rarely draft for just one reason. In Dallas houses, the leak is often a mix of aged materials, shifting

framing, and seals that have simply worn out over time.

The first step is not complicated. On a breezy day, run your hand slowly around the frame, the meeting rails, the
sash edges, and the trim. If you feel air moving at the top of the window, the sash may not be closing evenly. If

the draft is at the sides or bottom, the weatherstripping or frame seal may be the issue.

Foundation shifting from Dallas clay soil affects windows and doors in a very practical way. Even a small amount

of movement can leave one side of a frame slightly out of alignment, which is enough to create a persistent draft.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Repair The Easy Air Leaks First

The lowest-cost fix is usually the one homeowners overlook first, and that is often the correct one. A tight seal

around an otherwise usable window can improve comfort faster than door installation Dallas a cosmetic upgrade.
Common fixes usually include:

® Replacing worn weatherstripping along the sash and frame

® Sealing minor exterior gaps around the trim

® Repairing latches, locks, or balance hardware that no longer pulls the sash tight
® Rope, spring, or parting bead repairs on older wood windows

¢ (Cleaning up failed paint lines that let air slip through

Caulk is useful, but only in the right place. It should close a small stationary gap, not cover a moving joint that
needs to open and close with the window. If you seal the wrong area, the window can bind, and the repair will

not last.

On older houses, especially if you are replacing windows in a Lakewood Dallas older home, careful repair is often
the first conversation worth having. Those homes can lose a surprising amount of conditioned air through small

flaws that look minor from the outside.

When Drafts Mean Replacement Is The Smarter Move

If you have already sealed, adjusted, and reworked the window once or twice and the draft keeps returning,
replacement may be the better financial move. It is usually cheaper to address the underlying failure once than to

keep paying for temporary fixes.

Typical replacement signs include rotted wood, cracked glazing, broken seals between panes, windows that are
hard to open, and frames that no longer meet cleanly. Drafts paired with visible condensation between panes are

especially telling, because that points to a failed insulating seal, not just a loose fit.

If you are comparing best energy-efficient windows for Dallas TX summer heat, look beyond the frame color and
ask how the glass package handles solar gain. That is often where the comfort difference shows up, especially

during long stretches of triple-digit weather.
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If your goal is to improve comfort without overbuilding, a local window specialist can help match the repair or
replacement to the actual conditions in the house. That is especially useful if you are weighing full-frame vs insert
window replacement for Dallas homes, because the right answer depends on the condition of the existing frame,

trim, and surrounding wall.

Hold The Seal Through Heat, Humidity, And Seasonal Movement

A good repair is not just about stopping the draft today. It is about making sure the window still closes tightly

after a summer of heat and a winter of temperature swings.
A short maintenance routine usually includes:

® Inspecting caulk and weatherstripping once or twice a year

® (Cleaning the sash tracks and contact points so they close fully
® Repairing paint failures before moisture gets into the frame

* Watching for new sticking after dry spells or heavy rain

* Confirming the hardware still pulls the sash tight

That is one reason window work in older Dallas houses can be tricky. The visible problem is often only part of the

story, and a careful inspection has to account for the frame, the trim, and the way the home has settled over time.

For Dallas homeowners, the real win is not just a window that looks better. It is a window that closes squarely,

seals properly, and stays that way through another summer of heat and another round of soil movement.



