If you're working on a remodel, roofing tear-off, or even a rental turnover in Chesapeake, one of your biggest
headaches can be choosing the right dumpster size for your debris removal. One of the most frequent toss-ups
homeowners and contractors face is between a 15 yard dumpster and a 20 yard dumpster. Knowing the
differences — not just in volume but also in height, weight limits, pricing, and best-use cases — is crucial to

keeping your jobsite moving smoothly without incurring extra fees or facing delivery delays.

At DEM M Dumpsters, we pride ourselves on fast local dumpster delivery in Chesapeake, transparent pricing with
real numbers, and helping customers match the right dumpster size to their project. In this detailed guide, we'll
break down everything you need to know about the 15 yard height 3.5 ft dumpster vs. the 20 yard height 4.5
ft dumpster — from physical dimensions, weight limits, overage costs, and best-use cases, to pricing and delivery

logistics.

Dumpster Size Comparison: 15 Yard vs. 20 Yard
First, let's get clear on the physical size differences between the 15 and 20 yard dumpsters:

Dumpster Size Length (ft) Width (ft) Height (ft) Volume (Yards®) 15 Yard Dumpster 14 7.5 3.5 15 20 Yard
Dumpster 16 7.5 4.5 20

Notice the key difference? The 15 yard dumpster stands about 3.5 feet tall, while the 20 yard dumpster

stands 4.5 feet tall. That one extra foot in height can make a big difference in how much stuff you can fit and

what you can throw in, especially bulky materials.

Why Does Height Matter?

Height is often overlooked, but it matters, especially when working on sites with tight driveways, low-hanging tree
branches, or other height restrictions like garages or overhead wires. A taller dumpster can fit more material

vertically but requires more clearance to get in and out.

* 15 Yard Dumpster (3.5 ft height) — Easier to fit on narrow or low-clearance jobsites. Great if you have height

restrictions or a tight Chesapeake driveway to work with.



¢ 20 Yard Dumpster (4.5 ft height) — Provides more volume with the added height. Best if you have bulky

debris but enough vertical space for the taller bin.

Weight Limits and What Happens if You Go Over

Both dumpsters come with a weight limit, and it's important not to exceed it to avoid surprise fees:

Dumpster Size Typical Weight Limit (Ibs) Common Overage Fee 15 Yard Dumpster 3,000 - 4,000 lbs $50 - $80 per
100 lbs over 20 Yard Dumpster 4,000 - 5,000 Ibs $50 - $80 per 100 Ibs over

For example, roofing shingles and demolition debris are notoriously heavy and can cause you to hit the weight
limit before the container fills up volume-wise. That's why choosing the right dumpster size is also about

understanding what you're throwing away:

® 15 Yard: Great for lighter materials like drywall, household junk, yard waste, and smaller remodel cleanups.

® 20 Yard: Better for heavy materials like roofing tear-off, concrete chunks, bricks, and large demo projects.

Try to avoid overage fees by matching your debris weight and volume needs to the right dumpster size.

Transparent Pricing with Real Numbers

You know what's funny? one of the things customers rave about at dem m dumpsters is our upfront, transparent
pricing with no hidden surprises. Here's a ballpark estimate of costs for our Chesapeake customers to expect

(always check with your provider for exact pricing!):

* 15 Yard Dumpster: $325 - $395 delivery + disposal fee
* 20 Yard Dumpster: $375 - $450 delivery + disposal fee

Disposal fees depend on material type but expect roughly $40-$80 per ton for most construction debris. Weight

overages kick in if you exceed the dumpster’'s weight limit, so packing your dumpster correctly pays off.

Fast Local Dumpster Delivery in Chesapeake

In Hampton Roads, timing is everything. A delivery delay can stall construction and blow your jobsite schedule.
DEM M Dumpsters knows the Chesapeake area inside and out, meaning fast same-day or next-day delivery is

common — no waiting 3-5 days like some nationwide rolloff services.

When you call or book online, we ask about your jobsite's access, project size, and debris type so we can

recommend the right dumpster and drop it off quickly, no fuss.

Best Use Cases for the 15 and 20 Yard Dumpsters

Here are some real-world examples to help you decide:

Project Type Recommended Dumpster Reason Kitchen remodel debris (drywall, cabinets, flooring) 15 Yard
Moderate volume + mostly lighter demolition debris Roofing tear-off shingles and nails 20 Yard Heavier material,
larger volume, better for weight limits Yard clean-up / brush removal 15 Yard Lightweight, bulky debris; height
easier for yard access Full house demo with concrete and brick 20 Yard Extra volume and weight capacity; fewer

trips Rental turnover junk removal 15 Yard Smaller debris loads, faster turnover times

Wrapping Up: Choosing the Right Dumpster Size



Understanding the height difference between the 15 and 20 yard dumpsters is more than just a curiosity — it's
key for fitting your container onto your Chesapeake jobsite and ensuring you have enough capacity without
wasted space or costly overage. The 15 yard dumpster stands 3.5 feet tall and is perfect for smaller, lighter jobs
or sites with height restrictions. The 20 yard dumpster stands 4.5 feet tall and handles bulkier, heavier debris

with higher volume needs.

DEM M Dumpsters combines quick local delivery with transparent pricing and knowledgeable staff who can help

you avoid overage fees and delivery delays.

If you're ready for fast, reliable dumpster service in demmdumpsters Chesapeake, check out our Facebook page or
look for our glowing customer reviews on Google. I've seen this play out countless times: learned this lesson the

hard way.. We know the local roads, the jobsite challenges, and how to keep your project moving forward.



https://www.demmdumpsters.com/service-areas/hampton-roads-va/chesapeake

