
Find Where The Air Is Getting In
Older Preston Hollow homes have a way of making door drafts feel worse than they look on paper, because the
problem is often not one big gap but several small ones working together.

A quick check with a flashlight at night can also help. Stand inside, turn off nearby lights, and look for thin lines of
light around the jamb, the head, the latch side, and the threshold.

That is why homeowners often search for why doors stick in Dallas homes with expansive clay soil and how
foundation movement affects doors and windows in Dallas TX. Those same conditions can leave a front door
slightly twisted, even when the slab is fine.

An experienced door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Why Old Doors Leak Air In This Part Of Dallas
Weatherstripping wears out faster than most homeowners expect, especially on a door that gets full afternoon
sun or repeated hard slams.

If the sweep is torn, hardened, or dragging unevenly, the door may still close, but it will not seal well.

Then there is the frame itself. Homes that have settled over commercial windows Dallas TX decades can pull a
jamb slightly out of plumb, which opens up a narrow leak on one side and a bind on the other.

Steel can dent and fiberglass can outperform wood on stability, but even a good door will leak if the seals and fit
are not right.

Repair Options That Make Sense
If the door itself is sound, small repairs can go a long way. Replacing weatherstripping, adjusting strike plates,
and installing a fresh bottom sweep often solves the draft for far less than a full replacement.

There are a few fixes that come up again and again: - Replace compressed or cracked weatherstripping with a
profile that matches the frame.

Adjust hinges or strike plates so the slab closes more evenly.

Install or replace the door sweep and threshold insert.

Re-caulk gaps where the trim meets the wall or the frame.

Add insulation or a better seal around sidelights and transoms if they are present.

That said, repairs have limits. If the door slab is warped, the frame is out of square, or the bottom edge has
rotted, you can spend good money chasing leaks that keep coming back.

A good inspection should also consider the surrounding wall, because leaks around the frame can be mistaken
for leaks through the slab.

Choosing A New Door For An Older Home
Replacement usually makes sense when the door is warped, the frame is compromised, or the opening has
enough movement that it cannot hold a consistent seal.

https://rentry.co/tsp5u7yg


Steel doors can be efficient and secure, but they need quality finish maintenance and good installation to avoid
corrosion or edge issues.

A replacement door that is not set plumb or sealed correctly can draft almost as badly as the old one.

There are also local code and permit questions to consider. Depending on the scope of work, homeowners may
need to look at City of Dallas building permit requirements for door replacement, especially if the opening
changes or the project affects egress or structural framing.

What To Expect After The Work Is Done
If the home faces strong afternoon sun, good sealing and a quality finish can also help the door and hardware
last longer.

Regular checks make a real difference. Look at the bottom sweep each season, inspect the caulk line, and watch
for new rubbing or sticking after weather changes.

That is the practical side of fixing drafty doors. Sometimes the answer is a $20 seal and a careful adjustment.
Sometimes it is a new threshold. And sometimes the real fix is replacing a door that was no longer suited to the
house or the climate.


