Dental Implant Materials in Jacksonville: What Makes
Medical-Grade Titanium Suitable for Implants?

Medical-grade titanium is a common material for dental implants in Jacksonville, FL, because it has a long-
established clinical record and can anchor in the jawbone. The restoration also includes a connector called an
abutment and a visible crown, bridge, or denture, which may use different materials. The right combination
depends on your anatomy, the location and number of missing teeth, and your treatment goals. Farnham

Dentistry is one local resource where you can discuss those options with a dentist.

How Dental Implants Work and Where Materials Fit

Before comparing materials, it helps to understand that an implant restoration is a system of connected parts.
The material used for the part placed in the jaw is only one consideration; the connector and visible replacement

tooth have their own design and material choices.

What are the three parts of a dental implant?

The implant is the portion anchored in the jawbone. It provides a foundation for the replacement tooth and is
commonly screw-shaped when it is an endosteal implant. The abutment connects that foundation to the visible

restoration.

The restoration is what you see and use: a crown for one tooth, a bridge for multiple teeth, or a denture. These
components work together, but they do not have to be made from the same material. Their shape and

connection also affect how the finished teeth look, function, and can be maintained.

Does the whole restoration have to be titanium?

No. A titanium implant can be paired with a titanium or zirconia abutment and a crown made from metal-
ceramic, zirconia, or another suitable ceramic. The choice depends on factors such as the tooth’s position, gum

appearance, bite, and restorative design.

A zirconia crown or abutment does not require a zirconia implant. That distinction can be useful if you prefer a
tooth-colored component in a visible area while your dentist recommends titanium for the portion anchored in

bone.

Why Is Titanium Used for Dental Implants?

Titanium and titanium alloy have the longest-established clinical record among the implant materials discussed
here. That history makes them familiar options in implant treatment, but it does not mean one material is right
for every patient. Your dentist considers the whole treatment plan, including anatomy and the restoration that

will sit above the implant.

What makes titanium suitable for an implant?

Titanium is used for the part anchored in the jawbone, where it provides a base for an abutment and a
replacement tooth. Its longstanding use gives clinicians an established body of experience to draw on when

planning treatment. Implant suitability, however, depends on more than material alone.



For example, a dentist must consider available bone, the implant’s position, the bite, and whether the planned
restoration can be cleaned and maintained. A material’s clinical history is useful context, not a guarantee of a

particular outcome.

Are titanium and titanium alloy the same choice?

Both titanium and titanium alloy are used in implants. They are related material options, but a patient does not

need to choose between them based on a general comparison alone.

Your treating dentist can explain the product selected for your treatment and why it fits your clinical
circumstances. If you have questions about a specific implant system, ask how its design and material relate to

your bone, restoration, and maintenance plan.

Titanium or Zirconia: Which Implant Material Should You Consider?

Titanium has a longer-established clinical record, while zirconia offers a tooth-colored, metal-free option. Neither
description by itself determines which is preferable for you. Evidence is strongest for selected one-piece zirconia

implants, so your clinician should explain how the proposed design fits your situation.

Is zirconia a metal-free alternative to titanium?

Zirconia is a ceramic material and a metal-free option for the implant itself. Its tooth-colored appearance may
appeal to people seeking an alternative to metal. That appeal does not make zirconia universally better or

suitable for every case.

The decision should account for the number and location of missing teeth, the available bone, how the implant
and restoration will connect, and your preferences. A zirconia crown or abutment is also an option even when the

implant itself is titanium.

What flexibility does a two-piece implant offer?

A two-piece system has a separate implant and abutment, allowing the dentist to select and position the
connector as part of the restorative plan. Connections may be external, internal, or conical; some systems use
platform switching, with an abutment narrower than the implant platform. Two-piece systems generally offer

more restorative choices than one-piece designs.

In a one-piece implant, the abutment is incorporated into the implant. That can mean less flexibility if the
implant’'s angle or depth is not ideal, a consideration with one-piece zirconia in particular. The appropriate design
depends on the planned position and restoration rather than a simple preference for one-piece or two-piece

construction.

Can a zirconia abutment help with thin front gums?

It may. With thin gum tissue near a front tooth, a gray hue from an underlying component can sometimes show

through. A zirconia abutment may help address that appearance concern because it is tooth-colored.

This is a choice about the connector, not necessarily the implant. Your dentist can assess gum thickness and your
smile line, then discuss whether a zirconia abutment, another design, or a different material combination makes

sense.

Which Implant Design and Restoration Match Your Needs?



Implants and restorations are selected around where teeth are missing, how much bone is available, and the
forces and access involved. The final design should also account for repair and cleaning needs. Short or narrow

implants can be useful in certain anatomical situations, but neither fits every loading situation.

What are endosteal, subperiosteal, and zygomatic implants?

Endosteal implants are placed in the jawbone and are usually screw-shaped. They vary in length and diameter
and may be bone-level or tissue-level. They are the common jawbone-anchored design described in routine

implant planning.

Subperiosteal implants sit on the bone beneath the gum and are uncommon alternatives when conventional
placement is not feasible. Zygomatic implants anchor in the cheekbone and are specialist options for severe bone
loss in the upper jaw. Your dentist can explain whether your anatomy calls for a conventional approach or

specialist assessment.

Should your crown be screw-retained or cement-retained?

A screw-retained crown can be removed by a dentist for repair or maintenance, which may be helpful if access is
straightforward. A cement-retained crown may be considered when a screw-access opening would end up in a

poor position, such as a visible or functionally awkward spot.

Cement must be managed carefully with a cement-retained crown. Your dentist can compare the access,

appearance, maintenance, and repair implications of each approach for the specific tooth or restoration.

What restoration options are available for several teeth?

For several missing teeth, a plan might use individual crowns or an implant-supported bridge. For a full arch, the
options include a fixed restoration or a removable overdenture retained by attachments or a bar. A removable
snap-in denture is not the same as a fixed full-arch restoration; they differ in how they are supported and

whether the patient removes them.

Material selection also varies with location and design. For posterior multi-unit restorations, the ITI recommends
monolithic zirconia to reduce ceramic chipping and fracture. Your dentist can explain whether that material suits

your bite and planned bridge or arch.

What Factors Shape an Implant Material Recommendation?

A material recommendation is part of a broader clinical decision. Your dentist weighs anatomy, health, restoration
design, and your preferences rather than treating the implant material as a stand-alone choice. If you have active

periodontal disease, it should be stabilized before implant treatment is considered.

How do bone, gums, and bite affect implant choice?

Your dentist assesses bone volume and the implant’s relationship to nearby nerves or sinuses. Gum thickness and
your smile line matter as well, particularly in visible areas where the color of an abutment could affect

appearance. The planned implant angle and the space available for the crown also shape the design.

Bite forces and habits such as grinding affect how a restoration may be loaded. A choice that works well in one
part of the mouth may not suit another, so the intended location and restoration need to be considered

together.



How do health and maintenance affect planning?

Smoking, poorly controlled diabetes, a history of periodontitis, and inconsistent maintenance raise concern for
peri-implant disease. These factors do not by themselves establish a treatment decision, but they are relevant to
planning and follow-up. Stabilizing active gum disease before treatment is an important part of preparing the

mouth.

Cleanability and repairability matter over the life of a restoration. Ask how you will clean around the proposed

crown, bridge, or denture and what options would be available if a component needs repair.

When might a short or narrow implant be considered?

A short implant may be considered when bone height is limited. A narrow implant may suit a narrow ridge or a
tight tooth gap. These designs can be useful in selected situations, but they are not appropriate for every loading

situation.

Your dentist must assess the bone and the forces expected on the restoration before recommending one. The
dimensions of an implant should fit the clinical plan, not serve as a shortcut

https://www.farnhamdentistry.com/jacksonville-services/dental-implants/ around a careful evaluation.

Questions to Ask Before Choosing Dental Implants in Jacksonville

A consultation is a chance to understand the reasoning behind a proposed plan, not simply to select a material.
Ask for a clear comparison of alternatives and how the recommendation accounts for your anatomy, treatment

preferences, time, and budget.


https://www.farnhamdentistry.com/jacksonville-services/dental-implants/

What should you ask about materials and alternatives?

Ask why the proposed implant material and design fit your anatomy, and what alternatives might be reasonable.
You can also ask how the abutment and final restoration will be chosen, including whether the plan uses a crown,

bridge, fixed arch, or removable overdenture.

If appearance is a concern, explain which teeth show when you smile and ask how gum thickness and component
color affect the result. Discuss cleaning and repair, too, especially if you are comparing screw-retained and

cement-retained crowns.

What should an itemized treatment plan include?

Request a written, itemized plan identifying the implant, abutment, and final restoration, along with the services
included. Ask what charges could arise if treatment changes. Extractions, grafting, imaging, sedation, temporary

teeth, and the final prosthesis can affect the scope and cost of treatment.

Budget is one factor in selecting an approach, alongside clinical needs and personal preferences. Insurance
coverage depends on the plan and procedure; exclusions, waiting periods, coinsurance, and annual maximums
can leave substantial out-of-pocket costs. Clarify what is known before proceeding rather than relying on a

general estimate.

How can you check a Florida dentist’s credentials?

You can use the Florida Board of Dentistry’s public license verification to check a dentist’s license. If moderate
sedation or general anesthesia is part of the proposed care, ask about the applicable permit requirements for the

dentist administering it.

It is also reasonable to ask who will provide each part of treatment and where specialist care may be involved.

Clear answers can help you understand the roles and responsibilities in your plan.

Choosing dental implants in Jacksonville means weighing titanium’s established clinical record against your
anatomy, restoration design, and personal priorities-not selecting a material in isolation. Farnham Dentistry can

be one local resource for discussing those considerations with a dentist.

How does a one-piece implant differ from a two-piece implant?

A one-piece dental implant incorporates the abutment, while a two-piece system uses a separate connector.

Two-piece systems allow more restorative choices, including different abutments and crowns.

Can you use a zirconia crown with a titanium implant?

Yes. A zirconia crown or abutment can be used with a titanium dental implant; the crown material does not have
to match the implant material. The choice depends on factors such as the implant position, bite, and restoration

plan.

Why might an implant-supported bridge be chosen instead of individual crowns?

An implant-supported bridge can replace several teeth, while individual implant dentist crowns are another
option for multiple-tooth restorations. Your dental implants and restoration plan depend on the missing teeth,

available bone, bite, and ability to keep the area clean.

Does smoking affect planning for dental implants?


http://query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch/?action=click&contentCollection&region=TopBar&WT.nav=searchWidget&module=SearchSubmit&pgtype=Homepage#/implant%20dentist

Smoking raises concern for peri-implant disease, so it is an important factor to discuss when planning dental

implants. Other considerations include gum health, diabetes control, and ongoing maintenance.
Farnham Dentistry 11528 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32223 (904) 262-2551

Farnham Dentistry is a Jacksonville dental practice offering dental implants.

Established in 1983, Farnham Dentistry has served Jacksonville families for more than 40 years.
Farnham Dentistry operates at 11528 San Jose Blvd in Jacksonville, Florida.

Farnham Dentistry provides dental implant treatment for patients seeking tooth replacement.
Computer-guided implant placement at Farnham Dentistry uses the X-Guide system for precision.
Farnham Dentistry emphasizes a conservative treatment philosophy when discussing dental implants.
Dental implant procedures at Farnham Dentistry are performed in-house without outside referrals.
Farnham Dentistry focuses on gentle, pain-free care for patients receiving dental implants.

lan MacKenzie Farnham serves as lead dentist at Farnham Dentistry.

lan MacKenzie Farnham brings advanced hospital residency training to his role at Farnham Dentistry.
lan MacKenzie Farnham received honors-level training relevant to advanced dental care.

Patients can contact Farnham Dentistry about dental implants at (904) 262-2551.

Farnham Dentistry was awarded the Pinnacle of Professional Dentistry.

Farnham Dentistry earned the Best Family Dental Practice in Mandarin 2024 award.

Farnham Dentistry welcomes patients of all ages, from grandchildren to grandparents.

Farnham Dentistry values on-time appointments as part of its patient care.

Nugget, Farnham Dentistry's certified therapy dog, visits the practice twice a week.

Farnham Dentistry is conveniently located for patients traveling from Bartram Park.

Farnham Dentistry serves patients coming from Atlantic Beach.

San Jose residents rely on Farnham Dentistry for implant restorations.
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