Understanding Topwater Fishing Lures for Bass

Fishing on the surface is one of the most exciting ways to target bass. The strike is visual,
explosive, and often aggressive. Topwater lures are designed to stay on or just below the
surface, creating commotion that draws fish from below. Choosing the right lure for the
conditions and knowing how to work it can make the difference between a quiet day and a
memorable one.

Why Fish on Top

Bass feed heavily near the surface when water temperatures warm and baitfish concentrate in
the shallows. Early morning and evening are prime times, but overcast days can extend the
window. Surface lures let you cover water efficiently while keeping your bait visible. The appeal
is not just the strike but the anticipation of watching a bass inhale your lure in plain sight.
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Key Lure Styles
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Most topwater fishing_lures fall into a few main categories, each with a distinct action and

best-use scenario. Understanding these helps you pick the right tool for the water you fish.

Popper

A popper has a concave or flat face that pushes water and makes a popping or chugging
sound when you jerk the rod tip. The lure stays in place and creates a disturbance. This works
well when bass are holding tight to cover or structure and you need to provoke a reaction
strike. Pop it a few times, pause, then let it sit. The pause is often when the strike comes.

Walk-the-Dog Lure

These are long, slender lures that you work by twitching the rod tip in a rhythmic cadence,
making the lure dart side to side in a zigzag pattern. The action mimics a wounded or fleeing
baitfish. Walk-the-dog lures excel over open water, along weed edges, and over submerged
grass. Pencil baits fall into this group, and many experienced anglers consider them the most
effective topwater style for clear water.

Prop Bait

Prop baits have one or two small metal blades at the front or rear that spin when you retrieve
or pop the lure. The propeller churns the surface, creating bubbles and noise. This style
combines visual disturbance with vibration, making it a good choice for low-light conditions or
stained water. A steady, slow retrieve works best, with occasional pauses.
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Frog Lure

Frog lures are hollow-body, weedless designs that you can fish through thick lily pads, grass
mats, and floating vegetation. The soft body folds on the strike, and the hooks are tucked into
the body to avoid snags. Work the frog by making short, sharp rod twitches that pulse the body
forward, then let it sit. Bass will often blast through the cover to eat a frog, making it one of the
most exciting topwater presentations.

Floating Minnow

A floating minnow is a slender, buoyant lure that imitates a baitfish resting or swimming just
below the surface. You can fish it with a slow, steady retrieve or a twitch-and-pause cadence.



Floating minnows are subtle and work well when bass are spooky or feeding on small prey.
They are especially effective in clear, calm water.

When to Use Each Style

There is no single best topwater lure. Matching the lure to the conditions matters more than
brand or price. In heavy cover, a weedless frog is the only practical choice. Over open water or
sparse grass, a walk-the-dog bait or popper covers water well. If the surface is calm and the
fish are finicky, a floating minnow or small prop bait can get bites when louder lures spook
them.

Color choice also plays a role. Natural patterns like silver, shad, or perch work in clear water.
Darker colors, such as black or dark green, create a strong silhouette against the surface and
work in low light or murky water. Bright colors like chartreuse or firetiger can trigger strikes in
stained water.

How to Work Topwater Lures

Action is everything with topwater fishing lures. The same lure fished two different ways can
produce completely different results. A popper worked with a slow, steady pop-and-pause
cadence will attract fish looking for an easy meal. The same popper ripped across the surface
in a series of fast pops can trigger a reaction strike from a fish that is not actively feeding.

For walk-the-dog lures, the rod tip does the work. Hold the rod low, point it at the lure, and snap
the tip down in a steady rhythm. The lure will dart left, then right. Pause for a split second, then
repeat. The key is to keep the line tight and the action consistent. Practice on the water until
the motion feels natural.
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Prop baits need a slow, steady retrieve. Too fast and the propeller spins without creating a
good disturbance. Too slow and the lure sits still. Find a speed that makes the prop churn but
leaves a visible wake. Let the lure pause every few feet, then start again. Strikes often come on
the pause.

Frog lures require a different technique. Cast into thick cover, let the frog sit for a second, then
give the rod a sharp twitch. The frog should hop a few inches forward. Let it sit again. Work it
like this across the cover, and be ready for a blow-up at any moment. When a bass hits a frog,
wait a second or two before setting the hook. The hollow body needs time to compress, or you
will pull the lure away from the fish.



Common Mistakes

One of the most frequent errors is working a topwater lure too fast. Bass often follow a lure
before striking, and a fast retrieve does not give them time to commit. Slow down. Let the lure
sit between movements. Another mistake is using the wrong line. Monofilament floats and
helps keep a topwater lure on the surface, while fluorocarbon sinks and can pull a floating lure
down. Stick with monofilament or a copolymer line for best floatation.

Hook size and sharpness also matter. Many topwater lures come with stock hooks that are
adequate but not ideal. Replacing the trebles with high-quality, sharp hooks can increase
hookup rates. Do not oversize the hooks, though, or they can affect the lure's action.

Gear to Match

A 7-foot to 7-foot-6 medium-heavy rod with a moderate action works well for most topwater
fishing. The moderate action keeps the fish pinned during the fight. A faster action rod can
work for walk-the-dog lures because it helps generate the quick tip snaps needed. A quality
baitcasting reel with a smooth drag and good line capacity is standard, but a spinning setup
can also work, especially with lighter lures like floating minnows.

Reading the Water

Topwater fishing is not just about the lure. The angler who reads the water and adjusts the
presentation catches more fish. Look for surface disturbances, baitfish activity, or birds
working over an area. Bass often push baitfish into the shallows, creating visible wakes and
splashes. Cast to the edges of these disturbances rather than into the middle. Pay attention to
wind. A light chop can break up your silhouette and make a topwater lure more effective. In
dead calm, use smaller, quieter lures that do not spook the fish.



Practical Tips for Better Strikes

Keep a tight line at all times. Slack line delays the hookset and can cost you a fish. When you
see a strike, do not rip the rod back immediately. Let the fish turn with the lure, then set the
hook with a firm sweep. This is especially important with frog lures and poppers, where the fish
may strike from below and miss the hooks on the first attempt.

If you miss a strike, leave the lure in the water and work it again. Bass will sometimes strike a
second or third time if the lure remains in the area. Give it a few seconds of rest, then start the
action again. Many anglers have caught a fish on the third cast to a spot where they missed a
strike.



Final Thoughts

Topwater fishing is a skill that rewards patience and observation. The right lure, worked with
the right cadence, in the right conditions, will produce strikes that are hard to match with any
other presentation. Experiment with different styles and retrieves until you find what works on
your local water. The more time you spend on the water, the more you will understand the
subtle cues that tell you when to speed up, slow down, or change lures entirely.



