
If you’re thinking about subscribing to ChatGPT Plus, you probably noticed some intriguing—and sometimes
confusing—variations in pricing depending on whether you buy it via the web, the iOS App Store, or the Google
Play Store on Android. As someone who’s audited checkout flows and witnessed subscription retention funnels
across various consumer software platforms for over a decade, I’m here to unpack this tangled mess.

Specifically, we’ll answer the burning question:

Can the same ChatGPT Plus account have three different prices?
The short answer: yes, but with important nuances. Let’s explore why this happens and what you absolutely must
know before hitting that “Subscribe” button.

Understanding ChatGPT Plus Pricing Landscape
OpenAI’s flagship AI chatbot ChatGPT offers a free tier called ChatGPT Free along with a premium subscription
called ChatGPT Plus, which, as of early 2024 in the US, lists a base price of $20/month on the web. This web list
price is often considered the “standard” price. However, when you dig deeper, you’ll realize the actual invoice you
pay depends on a slew of factors:

Which platform you buy from (web checkout, iOS, or Android app store)

Applicable VAT/GST or other local taxes

Currency conversions and regional pricing policies

Additionally, the fact that OpenAI does not offer an annual Plus plan means every month you commit could be a
fresh opportunity—and challenge—to reevaluate your billing terms.

Why Different Prices Exist: Web vs iOS vs Android

1. App Store Commission Fees and Pricing Control



When you subscribe through the iOS App Store or Google Play Store, Apple and Google typically take a 15–30%
cut of the transaction. To offset these fees, many SaaS companies adjust app store prices upwards compared to
their direct web offerings.

OpenAI seems to follow this industry pattern, meaning the $20/month “list price” you see on web checkout can be
higher when purchasing via Apple or Google. Furthermore, apps may bundle or modify subscription terms slightly
due to platform rules.

2. VAT/GST and Regional Taxes Add Complexity

The web list price is often presented exclusive of taxes. Once your billing address or payment method is verified,
VAT or GST applies and changes the final charge. Different countries have different tax rates—adding up to 20-
25% more in Europe, for example.

In contrast, the iOS and Android stores generally handle tax calculation and remittance on OpenAI’s behalf, folding
it into the final in-app purchase price automatically. This means the displayed app store price is usually tax-
inclusive, but lacks the upfront transparency you get from the web flow.

3. Currency and Locale-Specific Pricing

OpenAI, Apple, and Google all maintain currency-specific pricing tiers that reflect local market conditions and
exchange rates. This can cause subtle (or outright noticeable) differences in price depending on your region and
purchase platform.

Table: Example of ChatGPT Plus Pricing Differences by Platform (US
Listing)
Platform List Price VAT/GST Included? Notes Web Checkout $20.00/month No (added after) Base price; VAT billed
separately depending on location iOS App Store ~$22.99/month Yes Apple’s platform fee included; tax calculated
and baked in Google Play Store (Android) ~$21.99/month Yes Google’s fee included; taxes folded into price

Note: The above app store prices are illustrative based on typical industry markup patterns; actual prices vary
by region and time.

Trial Reality - Six Ways to Start (and Why that Matters)
For ChatGPT Plus, there isn’t a universal free trial button. Instead, your trial experience depends on where and how
you sign up. OpenAI offers https://suprmind.ai/hub/chatgpt/pricing/chatgpt-plus-price/ multiple “routes” or offers,
such as promotional trials, specific platform-based trials, or credit bonuses. Here are some examples:



1. Trial via Web Checkout

2. Trial via iOS app purchase flow

3. Trial via Android app purchase flow

4. Promotional periods for new users or select regions

5. Credit-based or voucher trials (less common)

6. No-trial subscriptions (pay upfront)

Each path has nuances about billing date, cancellation policy, and reminder notifications. For instance, an iOS trial
might have Apple's reminder, while your web trial requires you to set your own calendar alerts.

Pro tip: Always set a calendar reminder 24 hours before your ChatGPT Plus trial ends,
regardless of platform.

This prevents accidental renewals, especially since auto-renew gotchas abound when crossing platforms or
switching browsers. (More on this below.)

Auto-Renew Gotchas and Cancelation Confusion
Because pricing and billing come from different platforms, you must cancel through the same place you
subscribed. This means:

If you subscribe via web checkout, cancel at your OpenAI account billing page.

If you subscribe through the Apple App Store, cancel via your iOS device or Apple subscriptions management.

If you subscribe via Google Play, cancel through Google Play store subscription settings.

The “cancel where you bought” principle is critical to avoid unexpected charges. Trying to cancel on the wrong
platform typically won’t stop auto-renew, and you might get billed again.

No Annual Plus Plan Yet — Why That Matters
OpenAI currently offers only monthly billing for ChatGPT Plus—no annual payment discount or obligation. This
matters because:



Flexibility: You can stop anytime without a one-year lock.

No bulk discounts: You pay $20 (or platform equivalent) every month, no savings for upfront annual pay.

Billing complexity stays steady: No need to reconcile an annual payment prorated across app stores and
web checkout.

Offers and trials: More frequent promotional campaigns for monthly plans can vary between platforms.

Should OpenAI introduce an annual plan in the future, watch for how that impacts cross-platform pricing and trial
offers.

ChatGPT Plus Device Pricing: What You Should Do Before Subscribing
My audit experience compels me to always recommend these steps before finalizing your ChatGPT Plus
subscription:

1. Open the checkout page on two devices: For example, compare ChatGPT Plus pricing on your desktop
browser vs your mobile app (iOS or Android).

2. Check the displayed total price: Is VAT or GST included? Are you seeing the $20/month web list price or a
higher in-app store price?

3. Review trial terms carefully: Confirm if a trial exists, length of the trial, and how to cancel to avoid charges.

4. Set a calendar reminder 24 hours before your trial ends: This is your best defense against accidental
renewals.

5. Document where you subscribed: Note if you bought on web, iOS, or Android so you know where to
cancel.

6. Consult official OpenAI subscription support pages: For up-to-date information on terms and prices.

Summary: ChatGPT Plus Web vs App Store Pricing Realities
Yes, the *same* ChatGPT Plus account can have different prices on web, iOS, and Android platforms due to
platform fees, tax handling, and regional pricing.

The US list price is $20/month on web checkout, but iOS and Google Play prices often reflect a markup and
include taxes differently.

VAT/GST is typically added after the web list price but baked into app store prices.

There is no annual Plus plan—only monthly, which influences flexibility and promotional offers.

Trial experiences vary by subscription route; careful reminder management is essential to avoid unexpected
charges.

If you switch platforms, your cancellation must match your purchase platform—“cancel where you bought” is
critical advice.

As OpenAI continues to evolve ChatGPT Plus pricing and subscription models, being informed about these
nuances helps you avoid surprises and make the best choice for your needs.

Final reminder: Always open checkout on two devices or through two purchase paths to compare pricing before
hitting “Subscribe.” And don’t forget to set your calendar reminder 24 hours before trial expiry!


