
Understanding Roofing Safety Standards: What
Homeowners and Contractors Need to Know
When you hire a roofing contractor to work on your home, you are putting your trust in their
hands. But trust alone is not enough. The real measure of a professional roofer is how
thoroughly they follow roofing safety standards. These standards exist to protect everyone on
site, from the team working at height to the homeowner watching from the garden. Over the
years I have seen too many jobs where corners were cut, and in roofing, cutting corners can
lead to serious injury or worse.

I remember a job in Bearsden a few years back where a small crew was replacing tiles on a
two-storey house. The homeowner had chosen them because they were cheap. But when I
arrived, there was no edge protection, the ladders were not tied off, and the guys were carrying
heavy tiles up a shaky ladder without any personal protective equipment. It was a disaster
waiting to happen. That job eventually got shut down by the Health and Safety Executive after a
neighbour reported it. The crew lost the contract, the homeowner lost time, and the whole
situation could have been avoided if basic roofing safety standards had been followed from the
start.

Why Roofing Safety Standards Matter for Homeowners
Most homeowners do not think about safety until something goes wrong. But as a homeowner,
you have a responsibility too. When you hire a roofing contractor, you are effectively authorising
them to work on your property. If someone gets hurt because the contractor ignored safety
rules, you could face legal complications, not to mention the human cost. That is why it pays to
know what good practice looks like. When Bearsden roofers quote for a job, they should be
able to explain how they plan to keep everyone safe. If they cannot, that is a red flag.

The roofing industry in the UK is governed by a mix of legislation and best practice. The most
important piece of law is the Working at Height Regulations 2005. These regulations set out
the minimum requirements for any work done above ground level. They cover everything from
ladder safety to the use of scaffolding and roof anchor points. Any reputable roofing company
insurance policy will expect compliance with these regulations as a condition of cover. If a
contractor cannot prove they follow the rules, their insurance might be invalid, and that puts
you at risk.

Key Elements of Roofing Safety Standards
Roofing safety standards are not just a single document. They are a collection of guidelines,
regulations, and codes of practice that together create a framework for safe working. Below I
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have broken down the most important ones that every homeowner and roofer should know.

Working at Height Regulations

These are the backbone of UK roofing safety. They require employers and self-employed
workers to plan, supervise, and carry out work at height safely. The regulations emphasise the
hierarchy of control: avoid working at height if possible, use equipment to prevent falls if you
cannot avoid it, and minimise the distance and consequences of a fall if prevention is not fully
possible. For roofers, this often means using scaffolding instead of ladders for any significant
work, installing edge protection around the roof perimeter, and using safety harnesses
attached to roof anchor points where edge protection is not enough.

BS 5531

This is the British Standard for safe working on roofs. BS 5531 provides detailed guidance on
roof access, fragile surfaces, roof anchor points, and the use of safety harnesses. It is not a
legal requirement in itself, but following it is considered best practice. Courts and the Health
and Safety Executive will look at whether a contractor followed industry standards like BS 5531
when determining if they acted reasonably. For a roofing contractor, not following BS 5531 is a
gamble that rarely pays off.

Personal Protective Equipment and Safety Harnesses



Personal protective equipment, or PPE, is the last line of defence. It includes hard hats, safety
glasses, gloves, and most importantly, safety harnesses. A safety harness only works if it is
properly fitted and attached to a secure anchor point. I have seen harnesses worn loose or
hooked onto gutters that were not designed to take any load. That is worse than not wearing
one at all, because it gives a false sense of security. Proper roof anchor points must be
installed by a competent person and tested regularly. They should be part of the overall fall
protection plan, not an afterthought.

Ladder Safety

Ladders are the most common piece of equipment on a roofing job, and also one of the most
dangerous. Ladder safety is not just about having a sturdy ladder. It is about how the ladder is
positioned, tied off, and used. The base should be on firm ground, the ladder should be at the
correct angle (about 75 degrees from horizontal), and it should extend at least one metre
above the roof edge. Workers should never carry heavy materials up a ladder; that is what
hoists or scaffolding hire is for. Simple rules, but regularly broken.

How Roofing Contractors Stay Compliant
Staying on top of roofing safety standards requires ongoing effort. It is not something you
learn once and then forget. That is why CPD, or Continuing Professional Development, is so
important. Many roofers attend training courses run by organisations like the TRAC (Tile
Roofing Advisory Council) or by independent safety trainers. These courses cover updates to
regulations, new equipment, and case studies of incidents. A roofer who invests in CPD is
showing a genuine commitment to safety.

Another key area is manual handling. Roofing involves lifting heavy tiles, battens, and tools.
Poor manual handling leads to back injuries and strains, which are among the most common
non-fatal injuries in construction. Training in manual handling helps workers lift safely and
avoid long-term damage. Site clearance is another often overlooked aspect. A cluttered roof or
scaffold deck is a tripping hazard. Good housekeeping keeps the site safe and efficient.

Roofing company insurance is directly linked to safety compliance. Insurers want to see that a
contractor has risk assessments, method statements, and a track record of following the rules.
If a contractor has a history of RIDDOR reports (Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous
Occurrences Regulations), their premiums will skyrocket, or they may not get insured at all. For
a homeowner, asking to see proof of insurance is not enough. You should also ask whether the
policy covers working at height and whether the contractor has had any recent claims.



Common Safety Failures on Roofing Jobs
Over the years I have noticed a few recurring problems that keep cropping up on sites across
the country. These failures are often the result of complacency, time pressure, or a lack of
proper training. Here are the most common ones I have seen:

Inadequate edge protection: workers relying on a single guardrail or none at all,
especially on low-pitch roofs where the risk of slipping is higher.

Fragile roof surfaces: skylights, rooflights, and old cement sheets that cannot support
a person's weight. Workers fall through them because no one warned them or marked
them.

Poor scaffold erection: using scaffolding that is not properly tied to the building, or
using it without handrails and toe boards. This is where scaffolding hire companies
should be vetted carefully.

Lack of site induction: temporary workers or labourers arriving on site without being
briefed on the specific hazards of that roof.

These failures are not just theoretical. Falls from height are the single biggest cause of
workplace fatalities in construction. The Health and Safety Executive publishes regular



statistics showing that most falls are preventable. The common thread is a failure to apply
basic roofing safety standards consistently.

What Homeowners Can Do
You do not need to be a safety expert to protect yourself and your family. But a little knowledge
goes a long way. When you ask for quotes from a roofing contractor, take a few minutes to
observe their approach. Do they arrive in a well-maintained van with proper equipment? Do they
talk about safety when they describe how they will do the job? Do they offer a written risk
assessment or method statement? These are signs of a professional.

If you are looking for Bearsden roofers through a directory like Central Scotland Tradesmen,
you can also ask them directly about their training and safety record. A good roofer will be
happy to explain how they comply with the Working at Height Regulations and what they do to
prevent falls. They should also be able to tell you about their experience with roof anchor
points, edge protection, and safety harnesses. If they brush off the question or say it is not a
big deal, that is a warning sign.

It is also worth understanding the role of RIDDOR. This regulation requires employers to report
certain types of injuries, diseases, and dangerous occurrences. If a contractor has had a
reportable incident, they are supposed to notify the Health and Safety Executive. You can ask a
contractor if they have ever had a RIDDOR report. Most honest contractors will tell you if they
have, and they will explain what they learned from it. A clean record is good, but a willingness
to learn from mistakes is even better.

The Role of Trade Bodies and Standards
Organisations like the TRAC (Tile Roofing Advisory Council) and Roofing UK provide guidance
and training for the industry. They help set the standards that responsible contractors follow.
TRAC, for example, offers technical advice on tile roofing, including safe installation methods
and material handling. Roofing UK is a trade association that promotes high standards across
the sector. Contractors who are members of such bodies are more likely to stay current with
safety practices and to invest in CPD.



Another important standard is BS 5531, which I mentioned earlier. It is the definitive guide to
working safely on roofs in the UK. It covers everything from the design of roof access systems
to the inspection of anchor points. Any roofing contractor who claims to follow roofing safety
standards should be familiar with BS 5531. If they are not, that is a gap in their knowledge.

Final Thoughts on Roofing Safety Standards
Roofing is a skilled trade that carries inherent risks. But those risks can be managed with the
right approach. Roofing safety standards exist to protect workers, homeowners, and the public.
They are not bureaucratic red tape; they are lessons learned from real accidents and near
misses. When you hire a roofer who takes these standards seriously, you are not just getting a
good job. You are getting peace of mind.

If you are a homeowner in Bearsden or the surrounding areas, take the time to ask the right
questions. Look for a roofing contractor who has proper insurance, who uses the right
equipment, and who can talk clearly about how they keep their team safe. That kind of
professionalism is what separates a good roofer from a risky one. And in the end, a safe job is
a job well done.


