Why Summer Makes Doors Behave Differently

When summer arrives, the same door that used to latch cleanly may start sticking because heat changes both the

materials and the house around them.

That combination matters in North Texas, where hot afternoons, humid mornings, and long stretches of sun can

stress a door assembly from several directions at once.

The door may not be "broken" so much as out of alignment with the conditions it is now living in.

What Usually Makes The Door Bind

Another frequent issue is expansion from heat, which can make tight clearances disappear on the latch side or at

the top edge.
These are the usual suspects when a summer door starts acting up:

® The door slab has swollen and is rubbing the jamb or threshold.
® The latch no longer lines up because the door is hanging low.

® The strike plate is out of position.

® The problem starts at the structure, not the hardware.

* A minor obstruction can feel like a major alignment problem.

A door that catches at the top may have a different issue than one that drags at the latch side or bounces off the
threshold.

How Frisco Homes Add To The Problem

That temperature difference can make the slab move slightly, and small movement is enough to create a sticking

problem.

The soil in this part of Texas expands and contracts as moisture levels change, and that can shift door openings

just enough to change how a latch engages.

If the door has been in place for years without much adjustment, summer can expose everything that has been

slowly loosening.

Wood needs the most attention because it reacts strongly to moisture, but steel and fiberglass doors can still

have frame door Frisco Window & Door Solutions or hardware issues that make closing difficult.

If the problem appears right after a storm season or a period of heavy rain, moisture in the jamb, threshold, or

surrounding structure may be part of the story.

What To Check Before You Assume You Need A New Door

Close it slowly and look for the first point of contact, because that is usually where the real issue lives.
A few practical checks can narrow it down quickly:

® |f the gap is wider on one side and tight on the other, the slab is probably out of square in the opening.

® Check the hinges for loose screws or visible movement.
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e |f the bottom edge drags only when the door is nearly closed, the threshold may be too high or the bottom

seal may be oversized.

e Test whether the latch lines up cleanly with the strike plate.

That is especially true when the door is old, inefficient, or already showing other wear such as fading, soft spots,

or failed seals.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Repair Is Enough, And When Replacement Makes More Sense
Not every stubborn door needs to be replaced, and it is worth being realistic about that.

If it is swollen, damaged, poorly insulated, and hard to close, you may be putting money into repeated service
calls instead of a lasting fix.

Fiberglass and steel doors tend to hold up well when properly installed, while wood offers a classic look but

needs more maintenance and tighter moisture control.
Homeowners sometimes ask whether a repair is "worth it" if the house may be sold later.

If your front door only acts up in summer, the first step is to identify whether you are dealing with swelling,

sagging, or structural movement.



