Dog attacks can lead to serious physical and emotional injuries. If you or a loved one has been a victim of an
aggressive dog, it's crucial to understand your rights and the steps needed to pursue compensation. This guide
will walk you through the process of claiming for aggressive dog injuries effectively, ensuring you are well-

prepared to navigate the complexities involved.
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Understanding Dog Owner Liability in Pennsylvania

In Pennsylvania, dog owners can be held liable for injuries caused by their pets under specific circumstances. The
state follows a "one-bite rule," which means that if a dog has previously shown aggressive behavior, the owner
may be responsible for any subsequent attacks. However, even without prior incidents, Pennsylvania law can hold

owners accountable if they were negligent in controlling their dogs.

Key Aspects of Dog Owner Liability in PA:

1. Knowledge of Aggression: If the owner knew their dog was aggressive or had a history of bites, they could
be liable.



2. Leash Laws: Many municipalities in Pennsylvania have leash laws that require dogs to be leashed when in

public spaces. Violating these laws can result in strict liability against the owner.

3. Negligence: If an owner failed to take reasonable precautions to prevent their dog from attacking (e.g., not

securing their yard), they might be considered negligent.

Understanding these points is critical as they form the basis of your claim in an animal attack lawsuit.

Steps to Take After an Attack

If you've been bitten or attacked by a dog, here are the steps you should follow:

1. Seek Medical Attention

Your health is paramount. Immediately seek medical assistance for any injuries sustained during the attack, even
if they appear minor. This step not only ensures your well-being but also creates documentation necessary for

your dog bite compensation claim.

2. Report the Incident

Contact local authorities or animal control to report the incident. This report will be vital if you need to prove that

an attack occurred and may also help prevent future incidents involving that particular dog.

3. Gather Evidence
Collect evidence surrounding the attack:

* Photographs: Take clear pictures of your injuries and the location where the incident occurred.

* Witness Accounts: Obtain contact information from witnesses who saw the incident happen; their

statements may support your case.

* Maedical Records: Keep all documentation related to your treatment and recovery.

4. Document Everything



Maintain records of all expenses related to your injury, including hospital bills, therapy sessions, medications, and

lost wages due to incapacity from work.

Contacting a Dog Bite Attorney in Upper Darby

When pursuing a claim for aggressive dog injuries, it's advisable to consult with a qualified dog bite attorney in
Upper Darby who specializes in personal injury cases related to animal attacks. An experienced attorney will
provide invaluable insight into:

® Assessing liability

* Navigating legal processes

® Negotiating with insurance companies

® Determining potential compensation amounts

Your lawyer can also help address unique situations such as rabies exposure lawsuits—especially critical if there's

uncertainty about the dog's vaccination status.

Filing Your Claim
Once you've gathered sufficient evidence and consulted with an attorney, it's time to file your claim:

1. Draft Your Complaint: Your attorney will help draft a complaint outlining your case against the dog's owner.
2. Serve Notice: The defendant must be formally notified about the lawsuit.
3. Negotiate Settlement: Often, cases settle out of court; negotiation skills are crucial at this stage.

4. Prepare for Trial: If settlement negotiations fail, prepare for trial where both parties present evidence before

ajudge or jury.

Understanding Potential Compensation

Compensation claims following aggressive dog attacks may include:




* Medical expenses
® Lost wages

® Pain and suffering
® Emotional distress

Each case is unique; therefore, consulting with professionals who understand homeowner insurance dog bite

policies can further clarify what compensation might be available based on individual circumstances.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What should I do if | am bitten by a dog that is not leashed?

If you are bitten by a dog that is not leashed and violates local leash laws (such as those outlined in Upper
Darby), document everything—take photos and gather witness information—and report it immediately to local

authorities before seeking medical attention.

2. Can | sue for emotional distress after being attacked by a dog?

Yes! Emotional distress claims can be included as part of your overall damages in personal injury lawsuits

following dog attacks, reflecting psychological trauma incurred alongside physical injuries.

3. How long do | have to file my claim?

In Pennsylvania, you typically have two years from the date of injury to file a personal injury claim for aggressive

dog injuries; however, exceptions may apply based on specific circumstances surrounding your case.

4. Will my case go to trial?

While many cases settle outside court through negotiation with insurance companies or directly with defendants,

some cases may proceed to trial if no fair settlement offer is made.

5. What happens if | am partially at fault for provoking the attack?

Pennsylvania follows comparative negligence car accident injury lawyer rules; meaning compensation may still be
awarded even if you're found partly at fault—but this could reduce your total compensation amount based on

assigned percentages of fault.

Claiming for aggressive dog injuries requires diligence and awareness of legal rights under Pennsylvania law
regarding dangerous dogs and liability issues faced by owners. By taking appropriate steps post-incident and
working with skilled professionals like a dedicated attorney specializing in these cases, victims can seek rightful

compensation while navigating this challenging experience effectively.
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