What Makes Doors Drafty During North Texas Cold Snaps

A North Texas freeze does not have to last long to expose a bad door seal. The problem is not just comfort. Cold
air pushes in around gaps, warm air escapes, and rooms near the front or back entry lose heat faster than most

homeowners expect.

Most draft complaints trace back to a few common spots, usually the bottom edge, the sides of the jamb, or the
top rail where the seal has aged out. If the house sits on expansive clay soil, movement can make the problem
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enough to open new gaps.

A quick diagnosis saves money because not every draft needs the same fix. A candle, incense stick, or tissue can

show you movement around the frame, although you should be careful with open flame.

Matching The Seal To The Door

The right material depends on where the gap is, how much movement the door has, and how often the door gets

used.

For many entry doors, adhesive-backed foam is a quick fix, but it is rarely the longest-lasting option for a front

door that sees a lot of use. V-shaped or spring bronze strips can last longer on older wood doors if installed well.

The bottom edge is often the biggest culprit, since wind pressure tends to force air under the door first. A fresh

sweep is one of the simplest upgrades, and it often pays off immediately in how the room feels.

For doors that stick or scrape, the problem may not be the weatherstripping at all. An experienced door repair

company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

How To Install Weatherstripping Without Making The Door Hard To
Close

Good installation should feel boring, because the door should close normally and the draft should disappear.

Old seal material, dust, and paint chips keep new weatherstripping from sticking or seating correctly. If the frame

is painted with thick layers, scrape carefully so the new strip sits flat.

Do not trust a single measurement for the whole door, because many North Texas homes have slight

irregularities in the opening. The goal is steady compression, not brute force.

The sweep should brush or touch the threshold enough to block air, but it should not wear down immediately

from friction. A good installation should leave the door easy to use and noticeably less drafty.

A storm door can help, but only if the primary door still has a sound perimeter seal. And if the entry sees hard
sun in the summer and freezing air in the winter, use materials rated for temperature swings so the adhesive

does not fail early.

When A Drafty Door Points To A Bigger Problem

If the seal is new and the door still leaks, something else is usually going on.
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Visible light is a red flag, because it means the gap is large enough to let in air as well. A door that works fine in

October but binds in January may be reacting to humidity, movement, or shifted hardware.

If the frame has shifted, adding thicker material can sometimes hide the problem for a while, but it usually does
not solve it. When several issues stack up, it is usually smarter to address the whole opening instead of chasing

one draft after another.

If you are comparing repair and replacement, look at the overall condition of the door, not just the draft. A good

seal can solve a lot, yet it cannot compensate forever for a door that no longer sits right in the frame.

Maintaining Door Weatherstripping Through North Texas Seasons
That is usually when small problems start creeping back in.

Check the weatherstripping at the start of each season. A clean frame gives the weatherstripping a better chance

to stay tight.

Hinges may need tightening, the sweep may need adjustment, or the threshold may have settled a little.

Repeated failure points to a frame, hinge, or threshold issue that keeps undoing the seal.

A tight, well-aligned entry door is one of the most practical ways to make winter freezes easier on the house.



