How to Choose Durable Siding Materials for Your
Home's Exterior

Why Siding Choice Matters

Your home's siding is the first line of defense against weather, pests, and time. It also sets the
visual tone for the entire property. Choosing the right siding means balancing appearance,
longevity, maintenance, and budget. In the Chicago area, where winters are harsh and
summers can be humid, finding durable siding materials is not just about looks - it is about
protecting your investment for years to come.

Every siding option has trade-offs. Some materials resist impact but fade quickly. Others hold
paint well but rot if moisture gets behind them. Understanding how each material performs in
real-world conditions helps you make a decision you won't regret five or ten years down the
road.

Fiber Cement Siding

Fiber cement has become a go-to choice for homeowners who want the look of wood or
stucco without the constant upkeep. Made from a blend of cement, sand, and cellulose fibers,
it stands up to moisture, insects, and fire. It does not warp or buckle like vinyl can in extreme
heat, and it holds paint far longer than wood. Many fiber cement products come with factory-
applied finishes that last a decade or more before needing a refresh.

Installation requires some care. The panels are heavy and need to be cut with specialized
blades or shears. Improper installation can lead to water infiltration at the joints. But when
done right, fiber cement offers one of the best combinations of strength and low maintenance

among durable siding_materials. It is a solid choice for homeowners who plan to stay in their
home for a long time and want a siding that will age gracefully.
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Engineered Wood Siding

Engineered wood siding, often called hardboard or composite wood, is made from wood fibers
bonded with resins under heat and pressure. It comes pre-primed and can be painted any color.
Unlike natural wood, it resists cracking and splitting because the fibers are oriented in a way
that minimizes movement. It also handles moisture better than plywood or standard lumber,
though it is not completely waterproof.
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One thing to watch for is that the cut edges need to be sealed properly during installation. If
water gets into an unsealed edge, the material can swell and delaminate over time. Proper
flashing and caulking at joints and corners are essential. For homeowners who love the
warmth of wood but want better dimensional stability, engineered wood is a strong candidate.

Vinyl Siding

Vinyl siding is the most popular siding material in North America for good reason. It is
affordable, easy to install, and comes in a huge range of colors and profiles. Modern vinyl has
improved a lot since the early days. Better UV stabilizers help it resist fading, and thicker
gauges resist denting from hail or errant baseballs. It never needs painting and can be cleaned
with a garden hose.

That said, vinyl has limits. In extreme cold, it becomes brittle and can crack if struck. In hot
sun, dark colors can warp because the material expands more than other siding types. Vinyl
also hides moisture problems poorly - if water gets behind it, the damage can go unnoticed
until rot has set in. It is a good choice for budget-conscious homeowners who live in moderate
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climates, but those in areas with temperature swings should consider whether the savings are
worth the risk.

Steel and Aluminum Siding

Metal siding has a reputation as a commercial or industrial material, but residential options
have improved dramatically. Steel siding with a galvanized core and baked-on enamel finish
can last 40 years or more with minimal care. Aluminum is lighter and will not rust, but it dents
more easily. Both are fireproof, insect-proof, and impervious to rot. They also reflect heat,
which can lower cooling costs in the summer.

The main downsides are cost and installation. Metal siding is more expensive than vinyl or
fiber cement, and it requires skilled labor to cut and fasten properly. It also dents - even steel
can show a ding from a heavy branch or a ladder. For modern or farmhouse-style homes,
though, metal can be a striking choice that lasts as long as the roof.

Stucco and EIFS

Stucco has been used for centuries, and for good reason. Traditional three-coat stucco is a
mixture of cement, sand, and lime applied over a metal lath. It is extremely durable, fire-
resistant, and can last 50 years or more if the underlying structure stays sound. It also provides
excellent insulation because of its mass.



EIFS - exterior insulation and finish systems - are a lighter, more modern version. A foam
insulation board is attached to the wall, then covered with a base coat and a textured finish.
EIFS offers better insulation than traditional stucco, but it is more vulnerable to impact damage
and moisture if not installed perfectly. Water that gets behind the finish can become trapped,
leading to rot and mold. For homeowners who want the look of stucco with added insulation,
EIFS can work well if paired with proper drainage details.

Masonry and Brick Veneer

Brick and stone are among the most durable siding materials available. A brick veneer wall,
properly tied to the structure, can last the life of the house with almost no maintenance. It
resists fire, insects, rot, and impact. It also adds thermal mass, which helps moderate indoor
temperatures.

The downsides are weight and cost. Brick veneer requires a structural foundation and careful
flashing to prevent water from getting behind the wall. Mortar joints need to be inspected and
repointed every few decades. For homeowners who want a timeless look and are willing to
invest upfront, masonry is hard to beat.

How to Make the Final Decision

Selecting the right siding comes down to three factors: your climate, your budget, and the look
you want. If you live in an area with high humidity and frequent rain, fiber cement or masonry
will handle moisture better than vinyl or wood. If you are on a tight budget, vinyl or engineered
wood can give you a good-looking exterior without breaking the bank. If you want zero
maintenance for decades, steel or brick are worth the higher initial cost.
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It also helps to look at what other homes in your neighborhood use. Matching the general style
keeps your property in harmony with the area, which can help with resale value down the line.
And no matter which material you choose, proper installation is everything. Even the best
siding will fail if water can get behind it. Make sure the contractor uses proper flashing,
caulking, and drainage details.

For homeowners in the greater Chicago area, Royal Craft Home Remodelers Inc., located at
1525 Ogden Ave Ste e, Downers Grove, IL 60515, USA, and reachable at +1 630-725-1000, has
been specializing in exterior remodeling including siding, roofing, windows, doors, and gutters
since 1973, and can help guide you through the process of selecting and installing the right
siding for your home.



