In the ever-evolving landscape of Louisiana personal injury law, understanding the nuanced differences between
hospital billed vs paid medical expenses is now more critical than ever. With the new legal reforms taking effect,

especially the amount actually paid rule and recent changes to the prescription periods and fault standards,

knowing how your injury claim is valued can save you headaches — and dollars.

If you're searching for trustworthy legal representation in Acadiana, you might have used Google Search or
scrolled through the Google local map results to find firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David &
Moroux, and Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers. These names appear prominently, but as you vet your Lafayette

injury lawyer, a strong billboard or hefty review count shouldn't be your only guide.

Understanding the Louisiana Two-Year Prescription Change

Effective July 1, 2024, Louisiana adjusted the prescription (statute of limitations) for personal injury claims to a

two-year period. This means, unlike the previous timeframe, claimants now have exactly two years from the date



of injury to file a lawsuit. Precise reckoning of the injury date—and recording it—is vital because simply hearing

“the filing deadline is one year" without clarifying the injury date can cost you your claim.

Why Prescription Matters

* Miss the filing deadline, and your suit can be dismissed—no matter how strong your case.

® Understanding the start date (injury occurrence) is crucial—always write down the exact date during your

attorney consults.

* Two-year prescription aligns Louisiana more closely with other states but still presents strict time constraints.

The 51% Fault Bar and Its Impact Starting January 1, 2026

Starting January 1, 2026, Louisiana will adopt a new fault bar rule in personal injury claims known as the 51%
fault bar. Under this rule, if you are found to be more than 50% at fault for your injury, you will be barred from

recovering damages.

This is a significant shift from previous comparative fault rules that allowed partial recovery even if you were
slightly more at fault than the other party. It's a critical reason why legal advice and thorough case investigation

must be sought early and accurately.

The "Amount Actually Paid" Rule for Medical Expenses

Perhaps one of the most consequential legal changes impacting Louisiana personal injury claims after January 1,
2026, is the adoption of the amount actually paid rule—sometimes called the paid vs billed medical expenses

rule. But what does that mean, practically?

Hospital Billed vs Paid: The Difference Explained

Traditionally, plaintiffs claimed damages based on the total billed amount by healthcare providers. However,
hospital billed charges often bear little resemblance to the actual amount paid once insurance contracts, Medicare,

Medicaid, or negotiated rates are applied.

Aspect Hospital Billed Amount Amount Actually Paid Definition The full charge the hospital requests from patients
or insurers The negotiated or discounted amount the hospital accepts as payment Typical Difference Often
significantly inflated Can be 30%-70% less than billed amount Impact on Lawsuits Filed After Jan 1, 2026 Claiming

billed amount may no longer be allowed Only the amount actually paid can be claimed as damages

This shift means injury victims should not expect to recover the inflated billed medical expenses but only the
amount the hospital or provider was actually paid. This aligns Louisiana with a growing number of states adopting

this fairer measure to damages.

How This Affects Your Injury Claim

e |fyour suit is filed after January 1, 2026, your damages for past medical expenses will be limited to the
"amount actually paid."

® The new rule requires detailed documentation of payments made—not just bills.

* This might lower recoverable damages, but it ensures more transparent and realistic compensation.

Vetting a Lafayette Injury Lawyer Beyond Billboards and Reviews



While firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David & Moroux, and Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers

turn up in your Google search and local map results prominently, remember that:

1. Review quantity doesn’t always equal quality. A high number of reviews can signal volume but might not
tell you about individual care and legal expertise.

2. Billboard presence or size of ads can reflect marketing budgets but not case results or personalized
attention.

3. Experience with Louisiana’s evolving personal injury laws matters. Choose attorneys who discuss the
prescription changes, fault bar, and paid vs billed adjustments specifically.

4. Ask detailed questions during consultations and write down all answers. Track whether the attorney
understands the distinction between one-year and two-year prescription periods and who bears the burden

of proving paid amounts.

5. Transparency about the new legal landscape. Attorneys confident in these changes will proactively advise

you on deadlines and documentation.

Summary: What Injury Claimants Need To Know
To recap:

* Louisiana’s personal injury prescription period is now two years effective July 1, 2024.

e Suit filings after January 1, 2026, will be subject to the 51% fault bar, barring claims if you are more than half
at fault.

® Past medical expenses claims will adhere to the amount actually paid rule—not the billed amount—starting
with suits filed after January 1, 2026.

® Use Google Search and Google local map results to find local firms, but vet lawyers beyond ads and star
ratings.
* Write down answers to your questions about deadlines and legal standards during attorney consultations to

protect your claim.

These changes highlight the importance of securing knowledgeable Louisiana injury attorneys—Ilike those at
Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David & Moroux, or Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers—who understand both
current law and pending reforms. The better informed you are, the better you can protect your rights and pursue

fair compensation.

Final Advice

Remember, the clock starts ticking the moment the injury occurs. Don't rely on hearing "one year" or "two years"
from friends or internet searches; confirm dates and deadlines with your legal counsel and always write them

down during consultations to avoid confusion or missed deadlines.

If your suit will be filed soon or you are merely exploring your options, these recent reforms make it essential to
act quickly, document expenses thoroughly, and engage an attorney familiar with hospital billed vs paid

distinctions and how they affect your ability to recover damages.

For seasoned https://www.leaders-in-law.com/the-9-best-personal-injury-attorneys-in-lafayette-la-2026/ legal
advice tailored to your injury and location in Lafayette, research attorneys carefully and trust those with proven

expertise—not just bigger billboards or louder ads.
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