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With growing global interest in medical cannabis and evolving UK regulations, many wonder: is it illegal to
export cannabis from the UK? This question touches on a complex interplay of laws rooted in the 1971 Misuse
of Drugs Act, recent regulatory changes, and careful distinctions between legal terms such as Class vs Schedule
substances.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll clarify what the law says about exporting cannabis, explain the confusion
between “Class” and “Schedule,” spotlight the key regulatory shift in November 2018, and explore why NHS access
to medical cannabis remains restricted to specialist-only prescribing. We'll also naturally mention important

industry players like Nationwide Pharmacies, who operate within the current legal framework.

Understanding the Legal Framework: Class vs Schedule

A common source of misunderstanding in discussions about UK cannabis laws is the difference between a drug's
“Class” and its “Schedule.” These legal classifications come from different parts of legislation but are often
mistakenly conflated.

® Class — Drugs are categorised into Classes A, B, and C under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. This system is
about the severity of the offence, penalties, and is often cited in criminal law. Cannabis is classified as a Class B

substance, which means possession and trafficking can incur serious penalties.

® Schedule - The Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001 use Schedules 1 to 5 to control how drugs are prescribed,
supplied, and researched. Cannabis, in its raw form, was historically Schedule 1 (illegal to possess except for

licensed research), but the regulations changed slightly for medical use.

In short, “Class” controls criminal penalties while “Schedule” controls licensing for medical and research access. This
distinction is crucial when discussing cannabis export: the export offence relates to the controlled substance’s

Class, while authorised export depends on its Schedule classification.

Takeaway: Class B cannabis remains illegal to possess and export without licence, while Schedule controls

govern medical access.

What Changed in November 2018?

The key turning point in UK cannabis regulation came in November 2018. The government rescheduled cannabis-
based products for medicinal use (CBPMs), moving them from Schedule 1 to Schedule 2 under the Misuse of

Drugs Regulations.

This change allowed specialist doctors to prescribe certain cannabis-based medicines legally on the NHS or
through private prescriptions, subject to strict controls. However, raw cannabis and cannabis flower remained

Schedule 1, meaning recreational or unlicensed use and export stayed illegal.
More specifically, the 2018 rescheduling:

® Recognised cannabis-based medicinal products (including vapourisers and oils) as licensed medicines.
* Allowed specialist-only prescribing—general practitioners (GPs) were excluded to safeguard controlled
prescribing.

* Did not legalise recreational cannabis or facilitate export of whole cannabis or non-licensed products.



So while some UK patients gained access to medical cannabis products via NHS or private routes (like Nationwide
Pharmacies supply licences), exporting these products from the UK remains highly controlled and generally illegal

without specific Home Office and Export Licence permissions.

Takeaway: The 2018 change permitted specialist prescribing of cannabis medicines but did not legalise raw

cannabis or broad export rights.

Why Does Cannabis Remain lllegal Under the 1971 Act?

The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 remains the cornerstone legislation controlling cannabis in the UK. Despite shifts in

medical policy, cannabis itself is still a Class B drug, meaning:

1. Unauthorised possession, supply, production, and export are criminal offences, punishable by fines or
imprisonment.

2. Cannabis-based medicines which meet regulatory approval may be prescribed but only under specialist
supervision.

3. Exporting cannabis or cannabis products classified as controlled drugs requires stringent licensing under the

Controlled Drugs (Supervision of Management and Use) Regulations.

The government's cautious stance reflects concerns about public health and international treaty obligations. This
means the raw plant and broad categories of cannabis products are still illegal to own or export without explicit
government licences. Only a tightly regulated few cannabis-based medicines meet the authorised Schedule 2
threshold.

Takeaway: Cannabis’s Class B status under the 1971 Act means unauthorised export remains illegal despite

limited medical prescribing.

Specialist-only Prescribing: Why NHS Access Is Limited

Following the 2018 rescheduling, only specialist doctors on the General Medical Council's specialist register can

prescribe licensed cannabis medicines. There are several reasons for this limitation:



¢ Clinical caution: Medical cannabis is a new and evolving treatment area requiring specialist knowledge for

safe use.

* Lack of standardisation: Compared to other medicines, cannabis products vary widely in content, meaning
specialist oversight reduces risks.
® NHS restrictions: In many cases, NHS guidelines limit prescribing to complex cases where other treatments

have failed.

Private companies like Nationwide Pharmacies provide access to cannabis-based medicines through private
prescriptions and compliance with the regulations. Nevertheless, the limited NHS prescribing and specialist-only

controls restrict widespread use and export potential.

Takeaway: NHS access to cannabis medicines is deliberately restricted to specialists to ensure safe, controlled

patient care.

Exporting Cannabis from the UK: The Controlled Drugs Export Offence

Under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and associated regulations, exporting cannabis or cannabis-based products
without a Home Office Export Licence constitutes a “"Controlled Drugs Export Offence." The penalties can be

severe.
Key points to note include:

® Only licensed exporters can legally send cannabis-derived medicines overseas.
® Export licences require stringent compliance with UK and international drug control laws.

e llicit or unlicensed export trafficking of cannabis is subject to criminal prosecution.

Any commercial entity or individual considering exporting cannabis or cannabis-based medicines must apply for
the appropriate export licences, which are granted only under exceptional circumstances in line with current
legislation. This safeguards UK compliance with the UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 1961 and domestic

law.

Takeaway: Exporting cannabis products from the UK without an official licence is illegal and carries heavy

penalties.

Role of Companies like Nationwide Pharmacies

Nationwide Pharmacies are an example of a legitimate UK-based supplier operating within uk cannabis law
these tight legal limits. They:

e Supply cannabis-based medicinal products legally prescribed under specialist-only guidance.

® Comply fully with Schedule 2 licensing for handling controlled drugs.

® Operate within the confines of UK export and import regulations.

Such companies do not export raw cannabis but may be involved in supplying patients or private healthcare

providers, strictly following regulatory requirements.

Takeaway: Licensed pharmacies like Nationwide Pharmacies operate legally under UK cannabis requlations but

do not export raw cannabis unlawfully.


https://www.tntmagazine.com/leisure-entertainment/leisure/why-is-cannabis-still-illegal-in-the-uk-the-history-behind-medical-cannabis-law/

Summary Table: Cannabis Export UK Legal Status

Aspect Status Notes Cannabis Class Class B (Misuse of Drugs Act 1971) Criminal offences apply to unauthorised
possession and export Cannabis Schedule Schedules 1 & 2 (post-2018) Schedule 1 for raw plant (restricted);
Schedule 2 for licensed medical products Medical Cannabis Prescribing Specialist-only NHS & Private GPs cannot
prescribe; very limited NHS access Export lllegal without Home Office Licence Export licence required to avoid
"Controlled Drugs Export Offence" Key Provider Example Nationwide Pharmacies Licensed supplier operating

within regulations, no illegal export

Final Thoughts

To answer the initial question clearly: Yes, it remains illegal to export cannabis from the UK unless you hold
a specific Home Office Export Licence and are dealing with authorised cannabis-based medicinal
products. Despite the 2018 changes enabling limited medical prescribing, cannabis itself remains a Class B

controlled drug under the 1971 Act with strict export restrictions.

If you encounter clickbait claims or hearsay suggesting cannabis is fully legal to export, be cautious and check
primary legislation or official government guidance instead. Companies like Nationwide Pharmacies provide
regulated access to medical cannabis but operate within a tightly controlled system that does not permit

unlicensed export.

Understanding the difference between Class and Schedule, and recognising the specialist prescribing rules, helps

clarify why UK cannabis regulations remain restrictive in matters of export and public access.

For anyone considering export activity involving cannabis or cannabis-derived substances, thorough legal advice
and strict compliance with Home Office export licensing regulations is essential to avoid committing a controlled

drugs export offence.



