
Choosing Your UK University City: A Practical
Guide to Student Accommodation

Why the city matters as much as the course
Your choice of university city shapes your daily life more than most students expect. Lectures
and seminars take up part of the week, but the rest of your time happens in the streets, cafes,
libraries and shared spaces around your accommodation. A city that fits your habits can make
studying feel easier, while a poor fit can add stress. This guide walks through the main factors
to weigh when picking a UK student city, with an eye on how accommodation options differ
from place to place.

Start with your budget and living costs
Rent is usually the biggest monthly expense for a student, but it is not the only one. Cities like
London and Brighton have higher rents and pricier everyday items, while places such as
Sheffield, Nottingham or Glasgow tend to offer more for less. Check typical rents for private
purpose-built student accommodation in each city, and also factor in travel costs, food prices
and social spending. A lower rent in a smaller city may free up money for hobbies or weekend
trips. If you are relying on a maintenance loan or part-time work, a city where your money goes
further can reduce financial worry across the whole term.



Think about the local transport network
The distance between your accommodation, your campus and the city centre matters more
than the raw numbers on a map. A city with good bus routes, cycle lanes or a reliable train
system can make a 20-minute commute feel easy. In some cities, most student housing
clusters within a short walk of the main university buildings. In others, you may need to plan
around a bus timetable. Look up the public transport options before you decide. Cities with
student-friendly travel passes or discounted bike hire schemes can save you time and money.
If you prefer walking, check which areas are pedestrian-friendly and well-lit after dark.

Match the city size to your personality
Large cities such as London, Manchester and Birmingham offer endless events, restaurants
and part-time job opportunities, but they can feel overwhelming at first. Smaller cities like Bath,
Durham or St Andrews have a tight-knit feel where you bump into familiar faces often. There is
no right answer here, but being honest about your preferences helps. If you like quiet evenings
and easy navigation, a compact city might suit you. If you thrive on variety and anonymity, a
larger urban centre could be a better fit. Each type brings different accommodation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0mZigLKoDI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0mZigLKoDI


landscapes. Large cities tend to have more private purpose-built student accommodation
blocks spread across different neighbourhoods, while smaller cities often have fewer but more
concentrated options.

Check the social scene and nightlife
For many students, the social side of university life matters almost as much as the academic
side. Different cities have different reputations. Newcastle and Leeds are known for lively
nightlife. Bristol and Glasgow have strong music and arts scenes. Oxford and Cambridge lean
more toward college-based socialising. Look beyond stereotypes though. A city's vibe can
change depending on which part of it you live in. Student accommodation near the main social
streets can make a big difference to how often you go out. If you are not a big club-goer, check
for alternatives such as film clubs, sports societies or volunteering groups. The right city for
you is the one where you can easily find people who share your interests.

Consider the accommodation types available
Every city has a mix of housing options. University halls, private halls and shared houses all
offer different experiences. Private purpose-built student accommodation has become
common in most UK university cities. These buildings are designed specifically for students,
with features such as en-suite rooms, communal lounges, study spaces and on-site laundry.
They are managed by private companies rather than the university, and they often take



bookings directly or through platforms. If you want a reliable setup with modern amenities and
a fixed contract length, this type of accommodation can be a solid choice. Check what is
available in each city you consider, and compare the locations, prices and contract terms.

Look at the local job market
Many students work part-time during term. The availability of student-friendly jobs varies by
city. Larger cities have more retail, hospitality and admin roles, but competition can be high.
Smaller cities may have fewer positions, but local employers sometimes prefer hiring students
from the nearby university. If you plan to work, research typical student wages in the area and
check whether the city has a strong evening or weekend economy. Cities with a lot of tourism,
such as Edinburgh or Brighton, often have seasonal work. Cities with large business districts,
such as London or Birmingham, offer more office-based part-time roles. Your accommodation
location relative to job opportunities matters too. A long commute eats into study time and
energy.

Evaluate the city's student support infrastructure
A good student city has more than just universities. Look for the wider support network. Are
there NHS walk-in centres near the student areas? Is there a reliable mental health service?
How good is the internet connectivity in student housing? Some cities have dedicated student
advice centres, while others rely on university services alone. Private purpose-built student
accommodation often includes some support from on-site staff, but the quality varies. Read
reviews from current or former residents to get a sense of how responsive management is. A
city that invests in its student population tends to have better amenities, safer streets and
more community events.



When you compare cities, a platform such as Hallbookers, Student Accommodation UK can
help you see the range of private purpose-built options side by side. This lets you compare
locations, features and contract lengths without visiting every building in person.

Account for the length and structure of your course
Your course type affects how long you need accommodation and what location makes sense.
Standard undergraduate degrees run for three or four years, with most students moving into
private housing after the first year. If you are on a shorter course such as a one-year master's,
you might prefer accommodation with flexible lease terms. Some private purpose-built student
accommodation providers offer 42-week or 50-week contracts, which can suit postgraduate
students or those who want to stay through the summer. Check whether the city has enough
short-term options if you need them. Also consider whether your course involves placements
or fieldwork that could take you away from the city for periods. A central location with easy
transport links can make coming and going simpler.

Visit before you commit if you can
Photos and virtual tours give a general idea, but nothing replaces being in a city and walking
around the student areas. A visit lets you check the noise levels, the distance to shops and the
general atmosphere. If you cannot visit in person, look for honest video tours made by students
themselves. Many student accommodation providers host open days or individual viewings.

https://www.hallbookers.co.uk/


Use these to ask specific questions about maintenance response times, parcel delivery
processes and fire safety procedures. A well-run building in a well-chosen city can make your
university years smoother and more enjoyable.

Hallbookers, Student Accommodation UK offers a way to browse and compare private
purpose-built student accommodation across many UK cities. Using a search tool like that can
save time when you are weighing up multiple options.

Trust your instincts after doing the research
After you have looked at budgets, transport, social life, accommodation types and job
prospects, you will likely have a shortlist. Sit with it for a day or two and see which city feels
right. Practical factors matter, but so does your gut feeling. The city where you can imagine
yourself walking to class, meeting friends and finding your rhythm is probably the right one.
Student life is as much about the place you live as the degree you earn, so choose a city that
supports both.
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