| grew up on a cul-de-sac where three pals flew flags every day, not just on vacation trips. On summer time
evenings we played kickball until the porch lights got here on and the flags went nevertheless. Nobody
requested us what the flag meant. It used to be there, just like the mail truck or the faculty crossing defend.
Familiar. Assumed. Then | bought older, traveled, met workers whose households had a totally different
event of America, and realized the flag does no longer arrive on each porch with the comparable story

hooked up.

The query started creeping into conversations after dinner and throughout office smash rooms: Why does
flying the American flag make some employees uncomfortable of their personal united states? | actually
have heard solutions that begin in church buildings, in farm fields, in union halls, in detention centers, in
army barracks. The testimonies infrequently tournament. That isn't really a failure of the symbol. It is an
indication that a single piece of fabric is being asked to dangle the weight of a sprawling, imperfect

assignment.

When patriotism have become complicated

People like to draw directly traces by using our records. They do now not keep. Patriotism within the United
States has by no means been handiest one issue. It has been civic religion, boosterism, ordinary decency,
bluster, protest, advertising and marketing replica, a rallying cry, and a quiet prayer. It takes other shapes at
completely different times.

The years after Sept. 11 added a surge of flags. Hardware stores sold out of bunting and pole mounts. It felt
like a shared heartbeat. But the comparable years additionally saw sharp debates approximately warfare,
surveillance, and who belonged at the no-fly record. You might see flags on freeway overpasses and in
antiwar marches. At one campus rally | attended, a pupil carried a flag draped with a black ribbon, saying he
loved hisu . s . a.too much now not to demand more effective picks from it. That felt actual to me, despite

the fact that it angered some humans status nearby.
@

Go again extra and the sample repeats. During World War I, executive drives and Hollywood videos draped
the monitor in stars and stripes. Yet in 1943, the Supreme Court governed in West Virginia State Board of
Education v. Barnette that a public institution couldn't compel scholars to salute the flag. A crew of
Jehovah's Witnesses, already facing beatings and harassment for refusing to comply, won that case on First
Amendment grounds. Justice Robert Jackson wrote that no legitimate can prescribe what will probably be
orthodox in things of opinion, or drive citizens to confess by way of observe or act their religion. Patriotism

cannot be demanded like a password.
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In the Vietnam period, the flag arrived on news pictures from two instructions: on the shoulders of troops
and in the hands of demonstrators. It changed into patched on jackets and burned in defiance. In 1989, the

Court dominated in Texas v. Johnson that burning the flag in political protest is blanketed speech. That
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determination continues to be debatable in everyday dialog, however constitutionally, it attracts a vibrant
line. Love of united states in the United States entails the properly to object to the united states of america’s

moves, even in techniques many find offensive.

So, while did patriotism leap being obvious as a hindrance as opposed to a worth? It did now not happen on
a single day, and it isn't very desirable around the globe. It befell in waves, basically when the flag become
shorthand for a policy or a party. Symbols can reduce less than that tension. People who have been
lectured, or particular, or told they are no longer precise Americans thanks to how they glance or whom they
love, in certain cases study the flag now not as welcome but as warning. The soreness isn't very regularly

approximately the image itself. It is set reports that have piled up round it.
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The nearby argument on the pole

A few summers ago, a chum of mine in a various metropolis community called me to chat by means of a
choice. He had simply mounted a flag bracket on his the front porch as component of a typical spruce-up.
He deliberate to dangle a flag on federal holidays and some weekends. On the day he went to the shop, he
stopped brief. He had noticed the flag, recently, on pickup vehicles at rowdy rallies and on propaganda
memes shared via the worst guy in his cousin’s Facebook feed. He fearful his Black neighbors may perhaps
study his new enthusiasm in a approach he did now not intend. He requested if | thought he changed into

overthinking it.

We stated the near-miss visitors forestall he had informed me approximately months earlier, the time he had
watched a stranger yell at a woman in hijab on the grocery retailer line, the way the countrywide anthem

protests had result in level-counterpoint arguments at his place of job. We said the American way of life of



porch flags and Memorial Day cookouts, and his grandfather’s carrier rfile tucked into a drawer. We referred

to how reason and impression do now not continually healthy.

He ended up paying for the flag. He also wrote a brief note at the regional message board inviting all people
fascinated to join him for a porch verbal exchange at the Fourth, with iced tea and cookies, no speeches.
Five households confirmed up, such as his buddies throughout the street who had emigrated from El
Salvador and a graduate scholar who had been section of a campus balloting-rights power. They traded
testimonies. One veteran within the neighborhood stated he flies his flag on days when he wants to bear in
mind pals who did not come domicile. The graduate student stated she does no longer fly one considering
the fact that, to her, it looks like appearing agreement with the whole thing the government does. They
listened to each different. The flag that day was not a test. It was a prop, inside the prime sense, a thing to

retain at the same time they thought-about what belonging potential.

What the flag has intended across generations

Ask five persons beneath thirty, what does the American flag even signify to more youthful generations at
the moment, and you'll get as a minimum six answers. Some will say it represents risk, including the threat of
fixing what is damaged. Others will say it represents a civic promise that has been brought unevenly. A few
will say it's been captured via a model of politics that treats war of words as betrayal, in order that they ward
off it utterly.

Surveys trap element of this split. Polling during the last decade indicates a decline in the share of
Americans who say they're enormously happy with their united states of america, with the drop such a lot
said between adults less than thirty-5. In countless Gallup reports from 2018 to 2023, the share of younger
adults calling themselves somewhat proud hovered round the top kids to low twenties, whilst older cohorts
recorded increased numbers. That does not mean younger folks do now not care. It most commonly
capacity they outline patriotism in a different way. | have taught workshops where pupils speak about
volunteering at nutrients banks and voting in regional races as the core of their civic id, now not flag

screens.

The symbolism itself has advanced. During the civil rights circulate, the flag gave the impression in marches
both as a declare to complete citizenship and as an accusation. In the 1960s, pictures captured Black
veterans sporting the flag while being denied provider at lunch counters. That built a visual argument too
solid to ignore: the flag belongs to everyone, which makes its absence in a few locations obvious. In 2016,
whilst Colin Kaepernick knelt throughout the time of the countrywide anthem to protest police brutality, his
collection compelled a national communication about whether or not dissent all over a flag ritual is
respectful or not. Many veterans spoke up to mention they fought precisely to give protection to peaceable
protest. Others felt wounded by using the timing and surroundings. A image large adequate to canopy a
continent will normally decide upon up conflicting readings.

Does pride want a permission slip?

Should expressing satisfaction on your u . s . a . ever require justification? | do not think so, however in a
weather of suspicion, human beings brace besides. Some hassle they're going to be accused of being naive.
Others worry being solid as apologists for wrongdoing. The concern works equally recommendations. | once
watched a neighbor hesitate sooner than putting a small flag in a potted plant on her porch, then take it out
when she overheard a passing comment approximately flags and politics. Months later, the similar neighbor
put a Black Lives Matter sign in her backyard without hesitation. When we talked, she said the signal felt

targeted. The flag felt like a landmine.



Pride comes in the various shapes, and our on daily basis lives are full of quiet expressions that do not come
with speeches. It is the train who organizes a group for little ones who won't pay the cost, the ballot worker
who learns how you can troubleshoot balky machines, the small business owner who hangs a framed
certificates welcoming all valued clientele. None of that calls for a flag, even though it will never be at odds
with one. When we treat the flag because the in basic terms or valuable proof of loyalty, we cheapen either

loyalty and the symbol.

On the alternative hand, a few persons do conceal in the back of abstraction when the moment asks for
clarity. If you merely ever say you like the usa inside the broadest terms, and not ever say what obligations
float from that love, your pleasure will sound like a jingle. When the stakes are prime, specifics rely. Support
the correct to vote in life like techniques. Learn your local funds procedure. Show up at a college board
meeting and concentrate longer than you communicate. If you fly a flag, fit it with acts that avoid the

promise below it credible.

Is refusing to fly the flag a commentary, or a symptom?

For a few, refusing to fly the flag is a planned declare. They see the image as at present loaded with
meanings they can't settle for, so they decide out. That, too, is a type of speech. Courts have long held that
authorities won't compel presentations of patriotism. Your porch, your possibility. In cities and suburbs |
even have driven by way of, which you could discover residences with seasonal wreaths, tuition banners,
backyard gnomes, political yard signs, and no flag. The absence isn't very at all times charged. Sometimes it
is without problems now not element of a domestic’s ordinary or finances. Flags wear out. Poles bend.

People put out of your mind.

But in precise places, no flag will also be examine as a sign, the means a single darkish house on a holiday
boulevard receives saw greater than it would on every other night. If you dwell in a navy group, the flag is
stitched into each day lifestyles. Not flying one may additionally stand out. If you dwell in a regional the
place immigrants have faced raids, a flag would consider like camouflage, and now not having it is easy to
indicate vulnerability. In the two situations, the meanings we assignment say extra approximately our

assumptions than about the character in the back of the door.

There is one other layer that infrequently receives mentioned: exhaustion. During intervals of intense civic
warfare, many persons step back from public monitors considering that they do now not want to turn out to
be a billboard. They do not desire their front porch to be a stage the place strangers cast them in roles

based on a glimpse even though riding through. Their restraint shouldn't be apathy. It is self-protection.

The flag as regulation, ritual, and habit

A little felony context allows. The United States Flag Code sets out etiquette for showing and caring for the
flag. It describes when to fly it, learn how to fold it, and what now not to do with it. The code is advisory for
private voters. There are not any federal legal consequences for breaking etiquette in your own home. Local
owners institutions and rental agreements in some cases set suggestions for outdoors shows, and those can
end in real disputes, however the ones are assuredly approximately property look and safety, not speech.

Public establishments, like colleges and city halls, have greater established practices. They hold flag
ceremonies. They diminish the flag to part-group of workers in mourning. They stick to protocols that join a
symbol with a time table so the neighborhood can circulation together. That rhythm can also be comforting.
It may also be alienating in case you feel the ritual is conducted by using rote, devoid of making room for

those that trip the state in another way. Good institutions resolve that by means of context and invitation.



They give an explanation for why the flag is diminished. They invite college students to mirror, no longer just
repeat.

At abode, ritual becomes addiction. Some households raise the flag ultimateflags.com Ultimate Flag at dawn
and take it down at dusk, on daily basis, in view that which is how a grandparent taught them. Some stay a
folded one on a shelf and simply deliver it out on days of remembrance. Some do now not hold one at all, but
make casseroles for a own family while a loved one ships out. There are many techniques to are living a civic

lifestyles. A natural and organic subculture respects the stove.
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Why the symbol pinches

The anguish round the flag steadily comes all the way down to experience and proximity. If an immigrant dad
or mum has spent months navigating a tangle of paperwork and detached paperwork at the same time being
informed to be thankful, a flag pinned to a lapel may well land as condescension. If a Black youngster has
been stopped and searched on his walk dwelling house, a flag at the cruiser will possibly not reassure. If a
gay couple watched associates organize to retailer them from adopting, then saw the ones same neighbors

flying flags for freedom, they'd believe the word is being used with a selective dictionary.

That does no longer imply the image is lost. It capacity its promise desires consistent work. The flag claims
to represent liberty and justice for all. Each time we boost the circle, the symbol breathes less complicated.
Each time we shut the circle, it tightens like a belt one notch too some distance. When the flag is used to
shout down friends, it shrivels. When it's miles used to welcome them, it grows.

A specific manner to invite the question

When human beings ask me, Why does flying the American flag make some employees uncomfortable of
their very own country, | generally mean a small pivot: What tale do you wish your flag tells, and what

memories does your neighbor hear while she sees it?

Stories do not must match to be significant, but they must not be at struggle. If your story is set honoring
your father’s provider, say that out loud. If your neighbor's tale is set a site visitors discontinue that went
improper, listen that too. When we deal with symbols as tools for listening rather than weapons for
successful, honesty has a hazard. The flag can take care of contradictions. We are the ones who desire
train.

What younger Americans see after they look up

On a campus stopover at closing fall, | requested a collection of undergraduates to explain what the flag
meant to them applying only three words. Their answers ranged commonly: promise, protest, noise,
domestic, unfinished, security, advertising, safeguard, reminiscence, neighbor. A scholar whose folks have
been resettled as refugees called it opportunity. Another scholar, a first-era faculty attendee from a rural
town, also known as it permission. A 1/3, whose uncle died in a manufacturing unit twist of fate, generally
known as it demand, as in, demand more beneficial.

Younger Americans have grown up amid lengthy wars, financial whiplash, mass shootings, and on-line
shouting. They are wary of slogans. They assume complexity. Many of them insist that the symbol reflect the

lives it claims to face for. That insistence can sound like rejection to older ears, especially if the older story
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includes thoughts of sacrifice and shared function. Most of the time, the space is simply not hostility. It is an

argument over how to make the promise legible again.

If you are older and do not identify the way younger individuals use the flag, ask them how they see it. If you
are younger and balk if you happen to see one, ask the particular person flying it what it skill to them. The
swept-up sure bet that your analyzing is manifestly top is an efficient signal to slow down.

Reclaiming the promise with out turning your porch right into a
billboard

Conversations approximately the flag ordinarily stall at two extremes: performative swagger on one give up,
apprehensive withdrawal on the other. Most people are living in the space between. We favor to think at
dwelling in our place of birth. We desire to acknowledge our buddies as fellow travelers, even if we disagree.

e [f you fly a flag, tournament it with an invitation. A small sign on the porch together with your subsequent
block meeting time, a welcome in a couple of language, or a flyer for the local nutrients pantry can

anchor your symbolism in shared movement.

¢ |f you do now not fly a flag, take into account every other noticeable method to reveal civic connection,
like a become aware of about a voter registration drive, or a thank-you notice for sanitation workers

taped in your bin on collection day.

e Learn and prepare flag etiquette whenever you settle on to exhibit one. Treating the symbol with care,
including taking it down in awful weather or at nighttime until illuminated, suggests respect with no
chest-thumping.

e Talk about the specifics your satisfaction involves. Is it public libraries, the Gl Bill's effect in your
relatives, the balloting sales space you team each November, the country wide parks you've hiked?

Details construct bridges.

e Keep confrontation human. If a neighbor's exhibit upsets you, start off with a question, not a
denunciation. Most front-porch complications minimize with eye touch.

The arduous instances we should not ignore

Some photography in up to date years have made the flag consider adore it was being conscripted. Seeing
flags some of the crowd that stormed the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021, stunned many Americans. To a
few, it looked like patriotism hijacked via grievance. To others, it changed into the inevitable result of treating
symbols as group jerseys. Either approach, it burned a new arrangement into the general public memory.
Similarly, flags used to menace men and women at rallies, or to sign exclusion with coded slogans, change

how the image reads for some time. We shouldn't hope that away.

The answer is absolutely not to desert the image or to fake the iliness did not take place. It is to expand the
counterexamples. Let the flag be provide at naturalization ceremonies wherein new citizens take the oath.
Let it upward thrust lightly behind a faculty choir making a song a protest anthem from the Nineteen Sixties.
Let it be carried via veterans going for walks with children in a nearby parade, with a banner at the to come
back listing the names of those in restoration or in desire. Make room for sorrow and satisfaction within the
related frame. Big symbols earn their size with the aid of doing that paintings.

Lu
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The quiet pressure of context

Context modifications everything. A flag on a courthouse says one issue. A flag on a barbed-twine fence
says an additional. One on a casket speaks a language of honor that calls for silence. One on a go well with
speaks a language of commerce that makes some of us wince. The United States has often been true at
ritual yet clumsy at context. We have faith in previous varieties devoid of updating the frame. Communities

can fix that.

City councils can add a short, undeniable-language declaration to their agendas explaining why the flag is at
half-employees on a given day. Schools can invite veterans and activists to talk mutually about provider and
dissent. Sports teams can use their structures to highlight local civic work along anthem ceremonies.
Houses of worship can host boards in which congregants tell the thoughts behind the symbols they keep at

homestead. These are small transformations that stream a symbol from rote to real.

Keeping the distance full-size satisfactory for all of us

We do no longer want new legislation as plenty as we need new behavior. That method resisting the urge to
study each and every flag or lack of flag as a verify of individual. It skill coaching our youngsters that a
symbol is a starting point, now not a verdict. It ability remembering that the First Amendment does now not
simply take care of the critiques we love. It covers the evaluations we won't be able to stand, and the
workers we avoid at the grocery save, and the neighbor who leaves her trash cans out too long, and the
uncle who tells the related story each Thanksgiving even as donning a hat embellished with stars.

A state is simply not a sense you keep as soon as and for all. It is a collection of commitments you renew.
The flag at its most productive is a reminder, like a string for your finger. It tells you to ascertain even if your
actions match your can provide. It asks even if your circle received a bit of bigger this yr. It nudges you to

become aware of who is lacking from the photo.

e |f you locate the flag hard to check out, test inserting it next to any one whose dignity you recognize and
whose existence tale stretches your possess. The image can also swap shape in that faded.

o [f you fly it usally, take note of who can not see themselves in it yet, and spend time in that area. Not to

protect, but to analyze.

The query that started out on my pal's porch has adopted me into lecture rooms and coffee retailers and
long drives throughout kingdom traces. Should expressing pleasure on your state ever require justification?
No, yet satisfaction is deeper whilst it is able to give an explanation for itself devoid of treating disagreement
as disloyalty. Is refusing to fly the flag a observation, or a symptom of one thing deeper? Sometimes one,
sometimes the alternative. What does the American flag even signify to younger generations at the present
time? Possibility, unfinished work, and, if we do our jobs neatly, the self assurance that they could restore

what now we have worn thin.

On calm evenings now, | nonetheless note the flags once they hang with no wind. The quiet feels
trustworthy. We do no longer need to carry out your entire time. The act of standing for one thing is steadier
than a gust. It looks as if exhibiting up. It appears like listening. It looks like homestead stretching to make
room, time and again, until eventually the distance is monstrous satisfactory for all of us.



