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The Complete Guide to Buying and Replacing a Belgium Driving
License
Losing a driver's license, having it stolen, or enjoying it suffer serious damage can instantly disrupt everyday
routines, itinerary, and expert commitments. For citizens and citizens in Belgium, holding a valid driving license is
necessary. Nevertheless, the phrase "buy replacement Belgium driving license" often leads people down a
confusing path of official treatments, local workplaces, and in some cases, misleading online shortcuts.

Navigating the legal replacement process for a Belgian driving authorization guarantees that motorists stay
certified with national traffic laws without coming down with prohibited rip-offs. This thorough guide describes
the main steps, requirements, costs, and timelines associated with acquiring a genuine replacement driving
license in Belgium.

Understanding the Legal Reality: Can You "Buy" a License Online?
Before diving into the administrative actions, it is vital to address a common misconception. Across the internet,
various unauthorized websites and third-party brokers declare people can "purchase a replacement Belgium
driving license" online without taking tests, checking out a commune, or offering official documentation.

This is prohibited.

In Belgium, driving licenses are main government-issued identity and permission documents handled by local
municipal administrations ( communes/ gemeenten) and the Federal Public Service (FPS) Mobility and Transport.
Purchasing a license from an unofficial supplier constitutes document scams, which brings serious legal effects,
consisting of heavy fines, deportation (for non-citizens), and potential imprisonment.

A genuine replacement needs to be formally asked for through the correct administrative channels. The word
"purchase" in the context of a replacement license simply refers to paying the official administrative charge to the
regional municipality to cover the cost of production and processing.

When Do You Need a Replacement License?
A chauffeur may need to get a replacement Belgian driving license under numerous circumstances:

1. Loss or Theft: The physical card is missing out on or has been taken.

2. Damage or Deterioration: The text, photo, or chip on the card has become unreadable or damaged.

3. Administrative Changes: Legal name modifications or the need to transform an older paper design to the
modern-day European credit-card-style format.

4. Expiry: While basic renewals follow a different track, an ended license that is at the same time lost or harmed
will need a replacement-style application.

Step-by-Step Procedure to Get a Replacement License



The procedure of replacing a lost, stolen, or harmed Belgian België Rijbewijs Te Koop driving license requires
particular actions depending on the nature of the occurrence.

Action 1: Report the Loss or Theft

If Lost: The applicant must visit their local community administration workplace ( commune/ gemeente) to
state the loss. In some municipalities, this can be initiated online through the local website.

If Stolen: The candidate should initially report the theft to the local cops department ( Police Locale/ Lokale
Politie). The authorities will provide a main theft report ( attestation de perte/vol), which is obligatory for the
town to process the replacement.

Action 2: Gather Required Documents

Applicants should present specific documents to their commune to prevent hold-ups.

Valid proof of identity (passport or national identity card).

Recent passport-style photo (often taken straight at the commune, however finest to check local
requirements).

The authorities attestation (in cases of theft).

The damaged physical license (if using due to wear and tear).

The finished application type supplied by the commune.

Step 3: Submit the Application at the Commune

The candidate checks out the population or driving license service department of their location of residence. The
civil servant verifies the identity, signs up the request in the nationwide database, and orders the brand-new
European-format card.

Step 4: Collection

When made, the new license is provided to the commune. The applicant go back to collect it, typically bringing
the invoice and, if applicable, the old damaged card for damage.

Overview of Replacement Requirements and Timelines
To assist structure the journey, the following table breaks down the crucial aspects of protecting a replacement
Belgian driving license.

Specification Information Primary Authority Regional Municipality ( Commune/ Gemeente) Necessary First Step
(Theft) File a report at the local police headquarters Necessary First Step (Loss) Declare loss at the community
workplace Standard Processing Time 3 to 7 working days (Express alternatives readily available) Validity Period
Typically matches the credibility of the original license (ten years for standard EU cards) Format Basic European
credit-card-style plastic card

Costs and Processing Fees
The cost of changing a driving license is not consistent across all of Belgium. Due to the fact that municipal
councils set regional administrative taxes ( redevances/ gemeentebelastingen), costs vary slightly depending upon
the city or town.

https://snelrijbewijs.com/


Average Cost Breakdown

Requirement Processing: Generally varies between EUR20 and EUR30.

Express Processing: If an immediate replacement is needed (e.g., instant travel needs), towns frequently use
an expedited service within 24 to 48 hours, which typically costs between EUR100 and EUR150.

Tips for a Smooth Replacement Process
Examine Digital Portals First: Many large Belgian cities (such as Brussels, Antwerp, and Ghent) enable
homeowners to report lost files or book visits online, saving substantial waiting time.

Keep Digital Copies: Always keep a digital scan or photograph of the front and back of a legitimate driving
license. Having the license number and concern date makes the reporting and replacement process much
faster.

Driving While Waiting: In cases of loss or theft, the municipality generally releases a momentary file (
certificat provisoire or an invoice) permitting the individual to drive lawfully within Belgium while the brand-
new card is being printed. Keep in mind that this short-term document may not be acknowledged outside of
Belgium.

Regularly Asked Questions (FAQs)

Can I drive while awaiting my replacement license?

Yes, the municipal workplace will normally provide a short-lived file or receipt that authorizes driving within
Belgian area up until the official plastic card is prepared for collection.

Do I require to retake my driving exam if I lose my license?

No. A replacement license is just a re-issue of an existing, legitimate credential. As long as the driving rights have
not expired, been suspended, or revoked, no tests are needed.

What should I do if I recover my lost license after obtaining a replacement?

If a lost license is discovered after the replacement procedure has actually been started at the commune, the old
license should be turned over to the municipal authorities for destruction, as it is no longer lawfully valid.

Getting a replacement Belgium driving license is a straightforward, protected administrative procedure when
dealt with through authorities channels. While unofficial sites might market quick faster ways to "purchase" a
license online, these offers are deceptive and bring extreme legal penalties. By following the correct procedures--
reporting the loss to the cops or commune, going to the local community workplace, and paying the main
administrative costs-- drivers can quickly and lawfully return to the road with a legitimate, protected European
driving authorization.


