
Davie does not present itself the way some South Florida cities do. It does not try to dazzle you with glass towers
or a hyper-polished downtown. It feels older than that, broader in spirit, and more grounded in the rhythms of
land, horses, school calendars, weekend sports, and neighborhood routines. That character did not appear by
accident. It grew out of a place that has spent more than a century balancing agricultural roots, suburban growth,
and a surprisingly strong sense of identity for a town tucked between Fort Lauderdale and the western edge of
Broward County.

People who only pass through Davie on the way to somewhere else often miss what makes it memorable. The
roads widen, the pine trees seem to hang on where they are usually replaced by concrete elsewhere, and horse
trailers share space with commuter traffic and college students. The town has kept enough open land and
institutional memory to feel distinct, even as the surrounding region has become denser and more fast-paced.
That tension, between old Florida and metropolitan South Florida, is what gives Davie its character.

A town shaped by the land first
Long before Davie became a suburban community, it was defined by drainage, agriculture, and the challenge of
turning wet land into usable space. Broward County itself was transformed by ambitious water management
projects, and Davie’s development followed that same larger story. If you look at the area through a historical
lens, the town makes perfect sense as a place where planners, farmers, ranchers, and later developers all tried to
answer the same question: how do you live comfortably on land that was never intended to sit still?

Davie took its name from Robert P. Davie, a real estate developer who played a role in the area’s early growth.
That kind of naming was common in South Florida, where development and identity often traveled together. But
unlike some places that became little more than subdivisions with street signs, Davie held on to traces of its
agricultural past. The town’s equestrian culture, in particular, did not emerge as a novelty. It was nourished by the
land’s scale, the available acreage, and the cultural habits of people who valued open space.

That history still shows up in the town’s layout. Davie is larger in footprint than many newcomers expect, and it
has pockets that feel almost rural compared with neighboring urbanized areas. The transitions can be abrupt.
One moment you are near a shopping corridor or university building, and a few turns later you are on a road
lined with paddocks, fenced properties, and older homes set back from the street.

The equestrian identity that never really left
If there is one defining cultural marker that sets Davie apart, it is horses. Not as a branding exercise, but as a real
and continuing part of town life. Davie has spent decades cultivating an equestrian reputation, and that identity
has survived because it fits the landscape and the community’s expectations. It is not unusual to see riders on
local roads, training facilities on larger parcels, or horse-related events that remind you this is still one of the
more unusual suburban environments in South Florida.

That equestrian presence matters more than it might seem at first glance. It helps preserve a sense of scale and
locality that would otherwise disappear under waves of standard development. It also gives Davie a different
social texture. Communities built around stables, riding programs, and agricultural traditions tend to resist
homogenization. They create routines that are less about shopping centers and more about maintenance,
practice, discipline, and the slow accumulation of trust between people and animals.

For visitors, the horse culture can feel like a window into another South Florida, one that does not fit the usual
postcard version. For residents, it is simply part of the town’s vocabulary. When people in Davie talk about space,



they often mean it literally.

Nova Southeastern University and the academic side of town
Davie’s identity is not only pastoral. It is also educational, and that matters a great deal in how the town functions
day to day. Nova Southeastern University has had a significant influence on the local landscape, bringing with it
students, faculty, research, and a broader flow of energy than many people expect from a suburban town. The
presence of a major university changes the way a place feels. It brings foot traffic, academic events, professional
services, and a steady churn of people who arrive for a few years and leave with their own memory of the area.

The university has helped make Davie more layered. On one street, you might pass families who have lived in the
area for decades. On another, you will find students balancing classes, internships, part-time work, and the
ordinary pressures of building a life in South Florida. That overlap keeps the town from feeling static.

Education has also helped anchor Davie economically and culturally. A town with a significant academic presence
tends to have a more varied daytime rhythm, more demand for services, and a wider sense of itself. It is one thing
to be a bedroom community. It is another to host institutions that draw people from outside the immediate area
and give the town a reason to be part of larger regional conversations.

Parks, green space, and the value of room to breathe
One of Davie’s most underrated qualities is how much people still care about outdoor space. In Broward County,
that is not a small thing. The region is developed enough that a patch of shade, a park trail, or a quiet field can
feel like a real amenity rather than a decorative extra. Davie has benefited from that awareness. Its parks,
recreational facilities, and open areas help balance the demands of growth with the need for everyday relief.

You can see that balance most clearly in the way residents use public space. Some towns have parks that are
visited occasionally. In Davie, parks are part of regular life. Families use them for sports and weekend gatherings.
Children burn energy there after school. Adults use them to reset after long commutes. That makes these spaces
feel less like scenery and more like infrastructure.

The town’s green character also ties back to its origins. Places with a history of agriculture and larger parcels
often preserve a different relationship to the land than purely urban developments do. Even when new
construction arrives, the memory of the landscape remains visible in the roads, setbacks, and the spacing of
buildings. Davie still benefits from that older pattern.

Must-see local landmarks that define the town
Davie’s landmarks are not always the kind that show up on glossy tourist itineraries, and that is part of their
appeal. They tend to be places that tell you something about how the town works, what it values, and how it
changed.

The Old Davie School Historical Museum is one of the clearest examples. It offers a sense of continuity that
suburban growth often erases. Historic school buildings have a special way of grounding a community because
they reflect a period when civic life was simpler in form but often more intimate in practice. The museum’s value
is not just in preserving artifacts. It preserves the scale of early Dr. Steemer - Fort Lauderdale Davie, the human
texture of a town that had to build itself carefully.

Flamingo Gardens, though often associated with neighboring attractions in South Florida, remains one of the
region’s most distinctive places to experience native and exotic flora, wildlife, and the layered history of local land
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use. Its appeal lies in the way it combines beauty with education. In a county where environmental context can be
easy to ignore, places like this remind visitors that South Florida’s cultivated landscapes are always in
conversation with the natural ones beneath them.

Tree Tops Park is another important landmark, especially for people who understand Davie through movement
and recreation. It offers a more immersive outdoor experience, with enough room to feel separated from traffic
and development. Trails, water views, and open space make it an excellent counterpoint to the busier commercial
areas. Parks like this matter because they give residents a place to slow down without leaving town.

The Bergeron Rodeo Grounds, long associated with Davie’s western heritage, is one of the clearest symbols of the
town’s identity. Even for people who do not follow rodeo culture closely, the site represents something important
about Davie’s self-image. It speaks to resilience, performance, and the desire to keep a Western tradition alive in
a very different part of the country.

Places that reveal Davie best

Some landmarks matter because they are famous, while others matter because they explain the town with
unusual clarity. In Davie, the most revealing places tend to share three qualities: they preserve local memory, they
support community use, and they resist being reduced to a simple stereotype. A museum, a park, and an
equestrian venue can tell you more about Davie than a dozen new storefronts ever could.

Culture that feels local, not manufactured
Davie’s culture is easy to misunderstand if you assume all of South Florida behaves the same way. The town has
the region’s diversity, pace, and commercial development, but it also has a distinct local temperament. People
here often value practicality over performance. They want things that work, roads that hold up, schools that make
sense, and neighborhoods that still feel livable after the novelty wears off.

That attitude shows up in the kinds of events and institutions that thrive here. Community gatherings, youth
sports, educational programming, and equestrian events all fit the town’s habits better than flashy entertainment
imported from somewhere else. There is enough activity to keep the place lively, but not so much that it loses its
local scale.

Davie also reflects the broader South Florida pattern of cultural mixture. Different age groups, backgrounds, and
professional circles overlap here in a way that is neither seamless nor forced. You find longtime residents who
remember a much smaller town, newer families drawn by schools or housing, and students who may only stay for
a season but still shape the atmosphere. That combination gives Davie a texture that feels lived in.

What modern life in Davie looks like
For all its history and landmarks, Davie is not frozen in time. It is a working suburban town in a growing metro
area, and that brings the usual mix of conveniences and trade-offs. Traffic builds in predictable corridors.
Development pressure never really disappears. Homeowners think about maintenance, drainage, insurance, and
the costs of living in South Florida with a seriousness that people in other regions might not fully appreciate.

The upside is that Davie still offers choices that many nearby communities have lost. Some neighborhoods feel
established and quiet. Others are close to schools, shopping, and major roadways. Larger properties still exist in
certain pockets. The town gives residents room to choose the version of life that fits them best, whether that
means proximity to campus, access to open space, or a quieter residential rhythm.



That flexibility has helped Davie age well. It did not become famous by chasing a single identity. It became
durable by accommodating several at once.

A practical note on preserving the homes and places people love
In a town with older homes, active family neighborhoods, and long stretches of road exposed to South Florida
humidity, maintenance is not cosmetic. It is part of stewardship. Upholstery, carpets, mattresses, and furniture all
take a beating from daily use, moisture, pets, and the fine dust that seems to find its way into everything. Anyone
who has lived in Broward County long enough knows that keeping a home comfortable requires more than
surface cleaning.

That is one reason local service businesses matter. A dependable cleaning company can make the difference
between a home that feels fresh and one that quietly accumulates wear. For residents and businesses in the wider
Fort Lauderdale area, Dr. Steemer - Fort Lauderdale is one of the names people look for when they need that
kind of support. Whether it is carpets, rugs, furniture, or general interior upkeep, professional cleaning services
help extend the life of the things people already own, which is often the more sensible choice than replacing
them too soon.

Contact Us

Dr. Steemer - Fort Lauderdale

Address: 4212 SW 50th St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314, United States

Phone: (954) 466-1700

Website: https://drsteemer.com/fort-lauderdale-fl/

Why Davie keeps its place in South Florida
Davie endures because it never tried to be everything at once. It found a workable identity and kept building
around it. The town respects its agricultural past, protects enough open space to feel different, and supports
institutions that give it depth beyond housing density and retail strips. That combination is rarer than it looks on
a map.

For visitors, Davie rewards slower attention. You notice the horse culture, the parks, the older civic landmarks, and
the way educational institutions shape the local atmosphere. For residents, those same features make the town
feel practical and rooted. It is a place where history has not been paved over completely, even if it has been
adapted to modern life.

That balance, between memory and momentum, is what gives Davie its staying power. It is not a town that
shouts for attention. It earns it by remaining recognizable to the people who live there and interesting to the
people who take the time to look more closely.
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