
Clay Soil, Moisture, And Foundation Movement
When doors start acting up in a Waco home, clay soil is one of the first things worth looking at because the
ground can swell when it gets wet and shrink when it dries.

The result is familiar to any crew that has worked enough houses in McLennan County, the latch side starts
misbehaving, the top corner catches, and the door no longer shuts with one easy push.

By the time the problem becomes annoying every day, the frame may already be showing the effect of repeated
movement.

An experienced door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Signs The Door Is Telling You Something Else Is Going On
A sticking door is not always a door problem, and the details matter.

If the lockset used to line up cleanly and now misses the strike plate, that is another sign the opening has shifted.

Windows nearby may also start sticking, and you might notice hairline cracks above openings or along interior
corners.

When It Is The Door Versus The Structure

If only one hinge screw has pulled loose or the strike plate is off by a small amount, the fix may be
straightforward.

Foundation movement looks different.

Why Clay Soil In Central Texas Makes The Problem Worse
Clay-heavy soil window replacement is especially hard on homes because it reacts strongly to moisture.

That cycle does not happen exactly the same way in every yard.

If the lot was not prepared well or the soil stays unevenly moist around the slab, doors can still go out of
alignment.

If the underlying movement is ongoing, shimming a hinge or trimming a door edge may buy time, but it will not
stop the frame from shifting again.

What Actually Helps, And When Replacement Makes Sense
That can include adjusting hinges, tightening hardware, resetting the strike plate, or planing a small amount off
the edge.

If the opening has shifted more seriously, the approach changes.

The answer depends on where the damage starts.

Here are the most common situations that push a repair into replacement territory:

The opening is so distorted that the door no longer hangs or latches correctly.
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Hardware fixes do not solve the underlying wear.

The door itself is warped, swollen, or compromised by age and exposure.

A door that sticks may also be leaking air, letting in heat, or failing at the threshold seal.

Keeping Doors Working Better In A Waco Home
Even basic drainage improvements can reduce the stress that leads to recurring sticking doors.

If one door starts rubbing differently after a dry spell or a heavy rain, that can be an early warning sign.

That is especially true in homes built on expansive clay soil, where one small movement can show up in several
places at once.

If you catch it early, the repair is usually easier, cleaner, and less expensive than waiting until the opening is badly
out of square.


