
Complete horse feed is a kind of horse feed made to supply a horse’s full daily ration of nutrients in one
product, usually including enough roughage, protein, fat, vitamins, and minerals to support the horse without
requiring large amounts of separate grain. In simple terms, it is created to act as a complete feed rather than
only a concentrate. That makes it different from many other types of horse feed, which may need to be paired
with hay or pasture to form a balanced forage-based diet.

For many horses, complete feed can streamline a feeding program, especially when chewing ability, turnout, or
forage intake is limited. But it is not automatically the best choice for every horse. The right answer depends on
age, work level, body condition score, and digestive health.

What is complete horse feed?
Complete horse feed is a high in fiber commercial feed that can replace part or all of the hay portion of a
horse’s diet when needed. Unlike traditional horse feed grain products, it is formulated around roughage and
digestible fiber, with enough protein, fat, vitamins, and minerals to meet daily needs.

This makes it especially valuable for horses that cannot chew long-stem hay well, horses with poor pasture
access, or horses that need a consistent intake of nutrients in a more digestible form. Complete feed is often
offered as pelleted feed or textured feed, depending on the recipe and manufacturer.

One important point: complete feed is not just “more grain.” It is a designed solution that balances calories and
nutrients while still supporting gut function. In other words, it aims to deliver dense nutrition without relying
heavily on a large amount of starch.

Among the many types of horse feed, complete feed sits at the more advanced end because it is intended to be
fed as a major part of the ration. That is why it is often recommended after evaluating forage intake, workload,
age, and overall horse nutrition.

What ingredients are in complete horse feed?
Most complete feed formulas include a mix of fiber sources, grains, fats, vitamins, and minerals. Some also
include ingredients meant to support gut function and steady energy. While formulas vary, the ingredient list
often blends practical calories with balanced nutrition.

Common components include horse feed grain ingredients such as oats, corn, barley, or processed grain
byproducts, but these are usually paired with high-fiber ingredients. The goal is not simply to load the ration with
starch. Instead, the formula provides a more complete nutritional profile.

Key ingredients often include:

Forage ingredients such as chopped hay, beet pulp, soy hulls, or other fiber sources

Fiber for gut motility and a more forage-like feeding pattern

Vitamins and minerals to fill nutrient gaps that hay or pasture may not cover

Fat for added calories without excessive starch

Protein for body maintenance, tissue repair, and work support

At times probiotics or yeast products for digestive support

That balance matters because horses are meant to eat small amounts over long periods. A complete feed tries to
more effectively match that need than a simple grain mix. It can also be useful when a horse requires more



calories but does not tolerate heavy starch well.

What makes complete horse feed different from sweet feed and grain?
Sweet feed for horses is usually a textured mix that includes grain, molasses, and added ingredients for
palatability. Many horses prefer it because it tastes good and smells appealing. However, sweet feed is not the
same as complete feed. Sweet feed often acts more like a traditional energy source and may not provide enough
fiber or balanced nutrients on its own.

Horse feed grain, by itself, is generally a concentrate. It supplies calories and some nutrients, but it is typically
meant to supplement hay or pasture rather than replace them. By contrast, complete feed is designed to be far
more nutrient-dense and high in fiber.

You may see products marketed as tractor supply sweet feed or similar store-brand textured feeds. These can
be useful in certain situations, but they are not automatically equivalent to complete feed. Always check the label
for the amount of fiber, starch, sugar content, and whether the feed is intended as a complete ration or just a
supplement.

It is also worth noting that feeding horses carrots is a treat, not a feeding strategy. Carrots can be fine in small
amounts, but they do not replace the balanced nutrition found in a properly designed feeding program. Treats
should stay separate from the core ration.

The practical difference is this: sweet feed and grain are usually energy supplements, while complete feed is built
to do more of the nutritional heavy lifting. To put it differently, complete feed is meant to provide a fuller
nutritional base.

Who should use complete horse feed?
This type of feed is not just for one kind of horse. It can benefit several groups, depending on the feeding
situation and the horse’s ability to consume forage.

Performance horses may benefit from a feed that delivers controlled energy, sufficient protein, and dependable
vitamins and minerals to support work. Some complete feeds are built with this goal in mind, especially those
that emphasize digestible fiber and moderate starch rather than high sugar content.

Hard keepers often have trouble to maintain weight and muscle. A calorie-dense complete feed may assist
increase intake without forcing the horse to consume large volumes of grain.

Senior horses are another common group. Older horses may have dental wear, less efficient chewing, or reduced
digestive efficiency. A softer, more digestible complete feed can make eating more comfortable while still
supporting maintenance and condition.

Easy keepers usually need fewer calories and can gain weight quickly. Some can still use complete feed in limited
amounts, but they often do better with lower-calorie options focused on fiber and controlled starch. For these
horses, the feeding goal is not more energy but better balance.

The best choice depends on how the horse holds weight, how much forage it can consume, and whether the
current ration supports the right body condition score.

How much fully balanced horse feed should you offer?



How much to feed depends on the particular product, the horse’s body weight, exercise level, and whether the
feed is taking the place of part of the forage ration. There is no single number that works for every horse, which is
why a horse feeding chart is a useful guide, not a definitive answer.

If you are asking how much grain to feed a horse per day, the answer depends on what you mean by “grain.” A
traditional grain ration may be fed in smaller amounts because it is dense. Complete feed can sometimes be fed
in larger amounts because it contains more fiber and is intended to function as more than a simple concentrate.

A good place to start is to begin with:

The horse’s current weight and target weight

Its maintenance or performance needs

How much hay or pasture is already available

How the horse handles meals and feeding frequency

Many horses perform better when feed is divided into multiple meals rather than one large feeding. This helps
promote healthy digestion and minimizes the risk of overloading the gut. If the horse is getting complete feed in
place of some hay, the total daily ration should still be assessed as part of the whole diet, not as a standalone
scoop count.

For exact amounts, follow the manufacturer’s label and increase or decrease slowly based on weight, condition,
and workload.

What are the top horse feed brands?
The best horse feed brands are usually the ones that fit the horse’s nutritional needs, are consistent in quality,
and give clear feeding directions. A brand’s reputation matters, but formulation is more important.

Some well-known options include purina horse feed, tribute horse feed, and nutrena horse feed. These
brands provide a range of formulas for everyday maintenance, weight gain, growth, and work. They are often
preferred because they offer multiple product lines that work for different horses and different feeding goals.

Within the Purina line, products such as purina impact performance, purina impact horse feed, and purina
performance horse feed are often reviewed when a horse needs performance support or additional calories.
The right selection depends on whether the horse needs a energy-rich ration, more fiber, or a more measured
option.

When comparing brands, look at:

Nutritional makeup

Fiber content

Starch level and sugar level

Feeding guidelines

How the feed works with the rest of the ration

Brand name alone is not enough. A good feed for one horse can be a poor fit for another.

Which all-in-one feeds are common in shops and through web
retailers?



Customers often weigh feed options based on availability as well as recipe. Frequent spots to look include
tractor supply horse feed, runnings horse feed, and chewy horse feed choices. Availability can shape the final
decision, especially when you need a consistent supply and want to avoid unexpected ration changes.

You may also see triumph horse feed in certain retail or online channels. Like any brand, the important thing is
not just where it is sold, but whether the formula matches your horse’s needs.

Retail comparisons can be helpful in a hands-on way:

tractor supply horse feed may offer convenient local pickup and standard farm-store options

runnings horse feed can be useful where that retailer is already set up and stock is dependable

chewy horse feed is often evaluated for simplicity and repeat delivery

triumph horse feed may appeal to buyers looking for a particular formula line

When comparing these sources, focus on the actual nutrient package rather than shopping by store alone.

How much does horse feed cost?
Horse feed cost varies by brand, formula, and location. A fiber-heavy complete feed with premium ingredients
may cost more per bag than a basic grain mix, but the more relevant question is the cost per day and how much
nutrition you are getting per pound.

A practical horse feed cost calculator approach starts with three things:

Bag size

Daily ration

Number of horses and number of feeding days per bag

To estimate daily feeding cost, divide the bag price by the number of pounds in the bag, then multiply by the
number of pounds fed each day. This gives a more accurate picture than comparing shelf prices alone.

Complete feed may look expensive at first glance, but if it substitutes for part of the forage ration or cuts the
need for additional supplements, the total feeding program may become easier and more economical. The least
expensive bag is not always the least expensive ration.

Is complete horse feed better for weight gain or performance?
Complete feed can be a good option for both weight gain and performance, depending on the formula. For
horses needing body condition improvement, the best horse feed for weight gain is often one that includes
digestible fiber, adequate fat, moderate protein, and enough calories to support controlled gain without
excessive starch.

For sport horses, the question becomes whether the feed promotes stamina, muscle recovery, and steady energy.
That is where products like purina impact performance, purina impact horse feed, and purina performance
horse feed may come into the conversation. These feeds are often selected when the goal is to support work
while keeping the ration balanced.

Complete feed is not automatically the answer for every performance horse. Some do well on a forage-first ration
with a smaller concentrate, while others need a more calorie-dense product. The best approach is to match the
feed to work level, body weight, and digestive tolerance.



If the horse needs more calories but is sensitive to starch, a fiber-forward complete feed can be a smart
compromise.

How do you choose the right feed for your horse?
Start with the horse, not the label. The most useful factors are horse body condition score, age, work level, and
digestive health. These four points often matter more than marketing claims.

If the horse is underweight, senior, in hard work, or struggling to chew hay, complete feed may be appropriate. If
the horse is an easy keeper with plenty of forage access, a lighter ration may be better.

Use this decision process:

Evaluate body condition score

Review age and dental condition

Assess work level and calorie demand

Check digestive health and feed tolerance

Review forage intake before adding more concentrate

A solid feeding choice helps maintain steady appetite, consistent manure quality, and the right energy level for
the horse’s job. The ideal choice is the one that fits the whole feeding program, not just one specific factor.

What are the signs of a low-quality or poor-fit feed?
Some feeds are poor quality because of formulation, while others are simply a bad match for the horse. Looking
at feed labels can help you avoid both problems.

Red flags may include heavy reliance on glossy marketing with little clear nutrient information, very high sugar
and starch levels for a horse that needs a calmer ration, or a low fiber content in horse feed for weight gain in
UAE a feed that is supposed to support digestive function.

People sometimes ask about the worst horse feed brands, but the more useful question is whether a specific
feed is appropriate for your horse. Even a reputable brand can have a formula that is wrong for a particular horse.
Still, poor-fit feeds often share the same warning signs:

Vague ingredient and nutrient disclosure

Starch levels that are too high for the horse’s needs

Too little fiber for a complete ration

Poorly written feeding directions

Uneven results in condition or behavior

Whenever possible, compare labels with the horse’s current condition and workload. A feed that looks good on
paper may not work well in real-world use if it does not match the horse’s digestion or calorie needs.

FAQ: Complete horse feed questions

What is the difference between complete horse feed and regular horse feed?

Complete horse feed is designed to provide a more complete ration, often with enough fiber, vitamins, and
minerals to replace part of the forage requirement. Regular horse feed is often a concentrate or grain supplement

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/?search=horse%20feed%20for%20weight%20gain%20in%20UAE
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that supports the diet but does not fully replace hay or pasture.

Does complete horse feed substitute for hay?

It can substitute for part or all of the hay portion in some situations, but that depends on the product and the
horse. Even when using complete feed, many horses still thrive on additional forage if they can safely chew and
digest it.

How much complete horse feed should a horse eat per day?

The amount depends on the horse’s body weight, condition, work level, and the specific product. Follow the label
and consult a horse feeding chart as a guide, then adjust based on the horse’s response and total daily ration.

Is complete horse feed good for weight gain?

Yes, it can be. A fiber-rich complete feed with enough calories, fat, and protein is often useful for hard keepers or
horses that need better body condition. The best option is usually one that encourages gradual gain without
excessive starch.

What should I look for on a horse feed label?

Review the nutrient profile, fiber content, sugar best quality horse feed UAE and starch levels, feeding directions,
and whether the product is a complete feed or a supplement. The label should let you determine how the feed
fits your horse’s age, work level, digestive health, and overall feeding program.
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