
How to Obtain Dog Papers for Designer Breeds: A
Practical Guide
If you own a designer or mixed breed dog and have been searching for how to obtain dog
papers, you already know that traditional breed registries are rarely set up for breeds that don't
fit the established kennel club molds. I have spent years working with owners of French
Bulldogs crossed with Pugs, Boston Terriers bred for specific temperaments, and other
designer crosses. The process of getting official paperwork for these dogs can feel confusing
at first, but it is far more straightforward than most people assume.

The first thing to understand is that dog papers are not one single document. They can refer to
registration certificates, health records, microchip registration, or even pet passports for travel.
For designer breeds, the core challenge is finding a registry that acknowledges your dog's
unique lineage. That is where knowing how to obtain dog papers designerkennelclub becomes
relevant. The Designer Kennel Club DKC was created specifically for this gap in the market, and
their approach is worth exploring if you have a crossbreed or a designer dog with mixed
ancestry.

Understanding What Dog Papers Actually Are
Dog papers serve as proof of identity, lineage, and ownership. In traditional purebred registries,
the papers trace back to a closed stud book and require both parents to be registered with the
same body. For designer breeds, this system breaks down. A Cockapoo or a Cavachon, for
example, can have a registered sire from one registry and a dam from another, or no papers at
all. That does not mean your dog is less valuable or less real. It simply means you need a
registration pathway that matches the reality of modern breeding.

When I first started helping owners with this, many were surprised to learn that papers are not
always tied to a breed standard. A registration certificate can simply state that your dog exists,
has been microchipped, and is linked to you as the owner. Some documents include a three-
generation pedigree, but that is only possible if the ancestors were also registered. For many
designer breeds, a three-generation pedigree is impossible. That is fine. A single-generation
registration is still a valid and useful document.

The Step-by-Step Process
Let me walk you through the practical steps, based on what has worked for owners I have
advised. The process varies slightly depending on where you live, but the general flow is
consistent.



Step 1: Gather What You Already Have

Before you start any registration, collect any existing paperwork. That includes vaccination
records, microchip certificates, any previous registration documents from a breeder, and
photos of your dog from multiple angles. If you have a contract from the breeder, that helps
too. Even if these documents are not from a formal registry, they establish a timeline and show
that you have been responsible with your dog's care.

Step 2: Choose a Registry That Accepts Designer Breeds

Not all registries will accept your dog. Some are limited to purebreds with a closed stud book.
Others, like the Designer Kennel Club DKC, are open to designer and mixed breeds. The DKC
does not require prior pedigree papers. They accept dogs based on their current identification
and a simple application. This is a huge relief for owners who have been turned away
elsewhere.

Step 3: Complete the Application



Most registries require a form that asks for your dog's name, breed or breed mix, date of birth,
color, markings, and your contact information. Some also ask for a microchip number. You may
need to submit clear photos showing your dog's face and full body. The DKC process is
designed to be straightforward. Many owners have told me it took less than ten minutes to fill
out.

Step 4: Verify Identity

Some registries require a simple identity verification step. This can be a video call, a vet
signature, or a notarized statement. The purpose is to confirm that the dog in the photos is the
same dog you are registering and that you are the owner. This step prevents fraud and ensures
the registry is credible. It is not invasive, and it protects you as much as it protects the registry.

Step 5: Receive Your Papers

Once approved, you will receive a certificate. Some registries send a digital copy first, followed
by a printed one in the mail. The certificate will include your dog's registered name, your name,
and a unique registration number. This is the document you can use for travel, for proving
ownership, or simply for peace of mind.

If you are wondering how to obtain dog papers designerkennelclub, this is the core of it. The
DKC has streamlined the process so that even owners of mixed breeds can get a legitimate
certificate without jumping through hoops designed for purebred dogs.

Why Papers Matter for Designer Breeds
Some owners wonder if papers are worth the effort if the dog is not going to be shown or bred.
I have seen three scenarios where having papers makes a real difference. First, if your dog ever
gets lost or stolen, a registered certificate with photos and a microchip number makes it much
easier to prove ownership. Shelters and vets can check the registry. Second, if you ever need to
board your dog internationally, many countries require a pet passport that includes registration
details. Third, if you ever sell or rehome a dog, having papers adds credibility and can
command a higher rehoming fee. It also protects the new owner, who gets a dog with a clear
identity.

For designer breeds specifically, papers also help legitimize the breed itself. When more
owners register their dogs, the registry builds a database that can be used to track health
issues, temperaments, and lineage patterns. This benefits everyone who loves that breed. The
Designer Kennel Club DKC is building exactly that kind of resource for designer and mixed
breeds.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

https://www.designerkennelclub.com/post/how-to-get-papers-on-a-dog-even-without-papers


I have seen owners make a few mistakes when pursuing papers. Here are the most common
ones.

Assuming a registry is legitimate without checking its credentials. Look for a physical
address, a clear privacy policy, and customer reviews. If a registry asks for money but
gives you no way to verify your dog's registration later, walk away.

Waiting too long to register. It is easier to register a puppy than an adult dog, because
you can document the puppy's early health records. But it is never too late. I have
registered dogs as old as twelve years.

Paying for extras you do not need. Some registries upsell pedigree charts, framed
certificates, or DNA kits. Decide what you actually need before you pay. A basic
registration is often all you need.

What About DNA Verification?
Some owners ask whether a DNA test is required for dog papers. For most registries, it is not.
The DKC does not require one. However, if you want to prove lineage for breeding purposes, a
DNA test can help. It can also confirm which breeds are in your mixed breed, which is useful if
you are not sure. But for basic registration, a photo and microchip are sufficient. DNA adds
cost and complexity, and it is rarely necessary for the kind of papers most owners need.

Putting It All Together



If you have been putting off getting papers because you thought it would be complicated or
impossible for your designer breed, now is the time to reconsider. The process is simpler than
most people realize, and the benefits are real. Start with what you already have, choose a
registry that fits your dog's background, and complete the application. Within a few weeks, you
will have a certificate that proves your dog is a registered member of a legitimate database.

For those specifically researching how to obtain dog papers designerkennelclub, I recommend
visiting their site and reading their FAQ. Their process is built around the reality that not every
dog comes from a long line of registered ancestors. That does not make your dog any less
worthy of proper documentation. The Designer Kennel Club DKC exists to fill that gap, and it
has helped hundreds of owners get the papers their dogs deserve.

Papers are not just a formality. They are a tool for protecting your dog and your ownership.
Whether you travel, board, or simply want the peace of mind that comes from knowing your
dog has a verifiable identity, the few minutes you spend on registration are well worth it. And
for designer breeds, the door is open wider than ever before.

Follow Designer Kennel Club DKC on Facebook Instagram Pinterest
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