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How to Obtain a Belgium Driving License: The Ultimate Guide for
Expats and Residents
Securing a driving license in Belgium can appear like a complicated job, especially for newcomers browsing a
foreign administrative system. Whether a person is exchanging a foreign license or going back to square one,
understanding the Belgian licensing process is important for hitting the roadway legally and confidently.

This comprehensive guide breaks down the steps, requirements, and timelines included in getting a Belgium
driving license.

Comprehending the Basics: Who Needs a Belgian License?
Belgium has rigorous guidelines relating to driving qualifications. Usually, the rules depend on where the
candidate's current license was provided:

EU/EEA License Holders: Residents holding a valid driver's license from an EU or EEA member state can
usually drive in Belgium until their license expires. However, voluntary registration with the regional town (
commune/ gemeente) is recommended.

Non-EU License Holders: Individuals from outside the EU typically have a grace duration of 185 days
(around 6 months) after registering as a Belgian homeowner to exchange their non-EU license for a Belgian
one, supplied their home nation has a mutual contract with Belgium. If no agreement exists, they should take
the complete Belgian driving test.

Novice Drivers: Those who have never ever held a license needs to go through the total training and
screening procedure.

The Step-by-Step Process for First-Time Drivers
For those beginning with absolutely no driving experience, the course to getting a Category B (standard traveler
vehicle) license in Belgium involves a multi-stage process split in between theoretical knowledge and practical
skills.

Step 1: The Theory Exam ( Theorie-examen)

Before supporting the wheel on public roadways, prospects should pass a computer-based multiple-choice
theory test.

Preparation: Candidates can study by means of self-study books, online platforms, or by participating in
licensed driving schools ( auto-école/ rijschool).

The Test: Consists of 50 concerns. Prospects need to score a minimum of 41 out of 50 to pass.

Caution: Certain major offenses (like speeding or right of way offenses) lead to a reduction of 5 points rather
of 1, making precision vital.

Step 2: Choosing a Practical Training Path



When the theory exam is passed, prospects receive a theory certificate valid for three years. They need to then
choose one of two training pathways to obtain a provisional license ( voorlopig rijbewijs/ permis provisoire):

1. The Free Training Route (with a Guide):

Requires a minimum of 30 months of driving practice.

The learner drives with one or two designated guides who need to meet specific requirements (e.g., held
an EU license for a minimum of 8 years without cancellation).

Compulsory 3-hour lecture with the guide and student at an acknowledged driving school before taking
the practical examination.

2. The Driving School Route:

Requires a minimum of 20 hours of useful lessons at a certified driving school.

If trainers consider the prospect prepared, they receive a certificate enabling them to practice
independently (without a guide) for 18 months before taking the examination.

Summary of Provisional License Options
Function 20-Hour Route (Driving School) 30-Month Route (Free Training) Minimum Lessons 20 hours with a
trainer None necessary (self-practice) Supervision Can drive solo after 20 hours Need to always drive with a
qualified guide Validity Period 18 months 36 months Minimum Practice Time Immediate solo driving
permitted A minimum of 3 months before test eligibility Cost Profile Greater upfront (driving school costs) Lower
upfront (fuel and automobile maintenance)

Step 3: The Hazard Perception Test and Practical Exam
Before taking the final useful driving test, prospects in certain areas (such as Flanders) need to pass a danger
perception test. This computer test assesses the driver's ability to spot prospective roadway risks Online
Rijbewijsservice Voor België in real-time video simulations.

Once cleared, prospects take the useful driving test ( praktijkexamen/ permis pratique), which consists of two
parts:

1. Off-Road Maneuvers: Conducted on a closed circuit. Normally includes reversing in a straight line, making a
U-turn in a restricted space, and parallel parking.

2. On-Road Driving: Driving in real traffic conditions for approximately 30 minutes, evaluated by an inspector
who examines adherence to traffic guidelines, road observation, and lorry control.

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License
For migrants already holding a legitimate motorist's license from their home nation, the process is much easier,
supplied particular conditions are fulfilled.

Requirements for Exchange:

Official registration in a Belgian municipality.

A valid house authorization.

A license issued by a nation with a reciprocity agreement with Belgium (note: rules vary substantially in
between non-EU nations).

https://snelrijbewijs.com/
https://snelrijbewijs.com/


An official translation of the license (if it is not in one of Belgium's main languages or English, depending on
the municipality).

Actions to Exchange:

1. Visit the regional municipal workplace ( commune/ gemeente).

2. Send the existing physical license, passport, home card, and passport-sized pictures.

3. Pay the administrative cost (usually ranging from EUR25 to EUR50).

4. Wait 1 to 3 weeks for the foreign license to be validated and converted into a basic Belgian credit-card-style
license.

Expenses and Timelines Overview
Obtaining a license requires a financial investment and persistence. Below is an approximated breakdown of the
costs and time commitments involved for first-time motorists utilizing the driving school path:

Theory Classes & & Exam: EUR50-- EUR150

Medical Check (if applicable): EUR50-- EUR80

Practical Driving Lessons (20 hours): EUR1,200-- EUR1,600

Practical Exam Fee: EUR100-- EUR150

Administrative Card Fee: EUR25-- EUR35

Overall Estimated Timeline: 3 to 6 months (depending on booking schedule at screening centers).

Important Tips for Success
To guarantee a smooth journey towards getting a Belgian driving license, keep the following recommendations in
mind:

Language Barrier: Tests can be taken in French, Dutch, German, or English (via an interpreter for the
practical test, though accessibility varies by area). Guarantee you book the proper language variation.

Regional Differences: Belgium's driving guidelines are managed at the regional level (Flanders, Wallonia,
and Brussels). Guidelines concerning provisional licenses and tests can have subtle distinctions depending
upon where the candidate lives.

Road Etiquette: Brush up on the "priorité de droite" (top priority to the right) rule, as it is one of the most
typical factors candidates fail their practical exams in Belgium.

Navigating the Belgian driving license process requires attention to detail, however with proper preparation,
hitting the open road throughout Belgium and the broader European Union is well within reach.


