
Choosing the Right Branded Drinkware for Your
Team

What to Look for in Employee Drinkware
When you are selecting personalised drinkware for your team, the best choice usually comes
down to how it will be used day to day. A simple branded water bottle might be fine for
occasional use, but for daily office life or outdoor work, you need something that keeps drinks
at the right temperature, is easy to clean, and doesn't leak. The most practical option for most
workplaces is a double-walled stainless steel bottle or a vacuum-insulated tumbler. These hold
heat or cold for hours, survive drops, and look professional with a logo or name on them.

Why Material Matters for Daily Use
The material of the drinkware directly affects how often people will actually use it. Glass looks
nice but breaks easily, so it is rarely a good fit for a busy office or for employees who move
around. Plastic is light and cheap, but it can stain, retain odours, and may not keep drinks hot
for long. Stainless steel is the most durable option and does not affect the taste of the drink. It
also works well with hot and cold liquids, which makes it versatile for both coffee drinkers and
those who want iced water all day.

Another factor is the lining. Some cheaper steel bottles have a coating that can peel over time.
A high-quality stainless steel bottle with a wide mouth is easier to clean and lasts longer. If you
are ordering for a team, you want something that will still look good after months of washing.
That is where the choice of finish matters too. A matte powder coating feels nice and resists
scratches better than glossy paint. For a professional look that also stands up to daily
handling, matte finishes are a solid bet.

Size and Lid Design: Small Details That Make a Big Difference
Capacity is one of those things that seems simple but can make or break the usefulness of a
bottle. A 350 ml bottle is fine for a quick meeting but too small for someone who spends the
morning at their desk or on the go. A 500 ml to 750 ml bottle is a more practical size for most
employees. It holds enough for a few hours without being too heavy to carry.
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Lid design is another area where you can get a lot of value or a lot of frustration. Screw-top lids
are secure but slow to open, which is annoying when you are in the middle of work. Flip-top lids
with a one-hand push button are much more convenient, especially for drivers or people who



are frequently on their feet. Just check that the lid locks properly so it does not open
accidentally in a bag. Some lids also have a straw mechanism, which is popular with people
who prefer sipping without tilting the bottle. That said, straw lids can be harder to clean, so
consider your team's habits.

Keeping Hot Drinks Hot and Cold Drinks Cold
Insulation technology has improved a lot in recent years. Vacuum insulation, where the air
between two layers of steel is removed, is the gold standard. It keeps drinks hot for six to
twelve hours and cold for up to twenty-four hours. That makes these bottles ideal for
employees who start their day early and want a hot coffee at their afternoon meeting. For
teams that work outdoors or travel between sites, good insulation is not a luxury; it is a
necessity.

Copper-plated insulation is a step up from basic vacuum insulation. The copper layer reflects
heat back into the liquid, improving temperature retention. If you are ordering for a team that
really values their hot drinks, this is worth looking for. It adds a little weight, but the
performance gain is noticeable.

Personalisation Options: Beyond Just a Logo
When you order branded drinkware, the personalisation can be as simple or as detailed as you
want. The most common methods are screen printing, engraving, and pad printing. Screen
printing works well for flat or slightly curved surfaces and gives a solid, opaque colour.
Engraving is permanent and looks clean, especially on metal. It does not peel or fade, which is
why many businesses prefer it for items that will be washed frequently.

For a more premium feel, you can add individual names alongside the company logo. This
makes each item feel personal and reduces the chance of bottles being mixed up. Some
suppliers also offer colour options for different departments or teams, which helps with
organisation and adds a bit of fun. When you work with a reliable supplier like Bulk Branded,
you can usually choose from a range of colours and printing techniques to match your brand
guidelines exactly.

What to Avoid When Ordering for a Team
There are a few common mistakes that can turn a well-meaning gift into a shelf warmer. The
first is choosing a bottle that is too narrow. Narrow-mouth bottles are harder to fill with ice and
harder to clean. They also make it difficult to add a tea bag or a slice of lemon. A wide mouth is
almost always better for everyday use.

https://bulkbranded.co.uk/
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The second mistake is picking a design that is not dishwasher safe. Not everyone will hand-
wash their bottle, and if the logo comes off after a few cycles, the whole point of branding is
lost. Make sure the printing or engraving method you choose can handle the dishwasher.
Engraving is the safest bet here, but some high-quality screen prints are also dishwasher safe
if the ink is cured properly.

Another thing to watch out for is the weight of the bottle when full. A 750 ml steel bottle full of
water weighs over 750 grams. That is fine for a desk, but if your team carries their gear in a
backpack or a work bag all day, a lighter bottle might be more comfortable. Aluminium bottles
are lighter but less durable and usually have a plastic lining. It is a trade-off worth discussing
with your team before you order in bulk.

When to Choose a Tumbler Instead of a Bottle
Not every employee needs a bottle. For office-based teams, a vacuum-insulated tumbler with a
lid and a handle is often more practical. Tumblers fit under coffee machines, are easy to hold,
and sit comfortably on a desk. They do not seal as tightly as a bottle, so they are not ideal for
throwing into a bag, but for desk use they are perfect. Many people prefer a tumbler because it
feels more like a regular cup and does not require tilting the head back to drink.

Some tumblers come with a slide lid that allows sipping without removing the cap. Others have
a press-fit lid that keeps the heat in but can be opened easily. For a team that drinks mostly
coffee or tea, a 350 ml tumbler is a good size. For water drinkers, a larger 500 ml tumbler
works better. If you are ordering for a mixed group, offering both options and letting each
person choose can increase the chances that the item gets used every day.

Practical Considerations for Bulk Orders
When you order personalised drinkware for a team, you want to get the details right from the
start. Check the lead time for custom printing or engraving, especially if you need the items by
a certain date. Also ask about the minimum order quantity for each colour or design. Some
suppliers have a minimum per colour, which can limit your options if you want to give each
department a different colour.
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Another practical point is packaging. If you are handing out the drinkware at an event or a team
meeting, individual boxes or bags make the presentation nicer and protect the items during



transport. Some suppliers include this in the price; others charge extra. It is worth asking about
upfront so there are no surprises.

For businesses that order regularly, working with a supplier that understands the needs of
corporate clients is important. A company like Bulk Branded can guide you through the options
and help you choose a product that your team will actually use. The key is to think about the
daily habits of your employees and pick a bottle or tumbler that fits naturally into their routine.
When you get that right, the branded drinkware becomes a practical tool that reinforces your
company's identity every time someone takes a sip.
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