
A roof fails two ways, quickly in a storm or slowly from the inside out. Termites drive the second kind of failure,
chewing quietly through attic framing, rafters, and sheathing until the load path weakens and your roof begins to
sag. I have walked more than one roof that felt like a trampoline underfoot, only to find galleries of termite
tunnels webbing the top chords of trusses and the ends of rafters. If you are thinking about roof safety, think
from the attic up. Termite attic wood repair is not just a cosmetic fix, it is structural protection for the entire
house.

Why attic termites are different from the ones in your garden bed
Subterranean termites rise with moisture and warmth. The attic, especially over bathrooms, kitchens, and low-
vented spaces, creates microclimates where condensation forms on the underside of the roof deck. Add a small
flashing leak that wets the sheathing around a vent pipe and you have the perfect on-ramp. Termites follow
plumbing chases and wall cavities, then fan out along the ridge, collar ties, and the outer third of rafters where
wood meets masonry.

Unlike ground-floor infestations that often show up as soft baseboards, attic activity hides behind insulation and
roofing. I have opened a heel joint at a truss seat and watched it crumble into sawdust. That joint is supposed to
hold roof loads, bracing against wind and snow. When it is gone, the roof telegraphs distress: cracked drywall
seams below, sticky doors, a ripple along the eave. By the time a homeowner notices ceiling nail pops, the
termites have usually been at it for multiple seasons.

What roof safety means when termites are part of the story
Safe roofs rely on continuous load paths from the ridge to the foundation. Termites interrupt that path at weak
links: the connection between a rafter and the top plate, the bearing area under a beam where it meets a post,
the nailing edge of roof sheathing. When termite wood repair is delayed, accidents multiply. Foot traffic in the
attic can punch through a compromised subfloor section. A roofer’s ladder thrust against a spongy fascia can
skid. In high winds, a roof with hollowed collars and purlins can rack and peel shingles.

A durable fix calls for two mindsets at once. Treat the insects so the chewing stops, then perform structural
termite repair services that rebuild strength, not just appearance. I have seen homes fumigated beautifully, then
left with a honeycombed ridge board and undersized sister rafters, a half measure that keeps the roof vulnerable.
The right sequence matters.

The first hour: stabilize before you inspect
Before anyone climbs in, slow down. Good termite attic wood repair starts with temporary stabilization. On a
recent job, we found three trusses with top chords eaten for about 6 linear feet. The homeowner wanted a tour.
We set a pair of adjustable steel columns with a 4x6 spreader under the suspect run first, then laid 2x10 planks to
distribute footing on the attic floor. Only then did we start probing with an awl and moisture meter.

You do not need to shore the whole house, but you do need to think like gravity. If a member looks undersized
or sounds hollow when tapped, give it help. If you plan to walk a roof that is suspect, set roof jacks and planks,
and use a harness where a low back edge could dump you into a neighbor’s yard. More than once, shoring has
saved me from a sudden snap while removing a termite-eaten collar tie.

Signals that point to termite damage in the attic



Here is a focused checklist you can use before bringing in a contractor. It is no substitute for a full inspection, but
it will help you talk specifics when you call for termite repair near me.

Tan mud tubes or smears on rafters, truss webs, or chimney brick

Soft or blistered roof sheathing that gives under knuckle pressure

Pinholes and frass on the underside of ridge boards and collar ties

Sagging along the eave line, especially near bathroom or kitchen vents

Hairline ceiling cracks that shadow along framing lines below the attic

Choosing the right inspection strategy
Termite structural repair starts with a map. I like to grid the attic with painter’s tape, one stripe every four feet,
then mark each bay that shows activity. It keeps the crew speaking the same language: Bay C3 for the worst
rafter, B2 for minor nicks on a purlin, D5 for termite wall repair needs where the top plate meets a brick gable.
Thermal cameras help, not because they see termites, but because they show moisture patterns that predict
where termites will follow.

Probe methodically. Test bearing points first, where rafters meet ridge or top plates. Check the first 12 inches of
every member that lands on masonry, since termites love the cool damp of brick and stucco. Lift insulation
carefully and look at electrical penetrations. I have found as many as three satellite colonies traveling along a
recessed light can in humid climates.

Termite drywall repair after termite treatment often reveals hidden issues. Once the drywall comes down to fix
cracked seams, you can see whether the top plate or the first course of studs need reinforcement. A good wood
repair contractor termite damage near me will anticipate this and write an allowance for small framing surprises
behind finishes.

Repairing what the insects left behind: practical methods that last
The right termite damage repair is not a single technique, it is a set of judgment calls. A rafter with 15 percent
section loss in the middle span asks for a different fix than a rafter whose birdsmouth has been hollowed at its
bearing point.

For rafters with midspan damage, full-length sistering with a matching species and grade typically wins. If access
is tight, two staggered sisters can work, each spanning at least two bearing points with structural screws or bolts
at defined spacing. I prefer 1/2 inch through-bolts with washers where possible. Construction adhesive adds
stiffness but will not carry load on its own.

When a rafter tail is gone, sometimes the right move is to cut back to sound wood and install a new tail scabbed
and plated to the main rafter. Afterward, replace the fascia. Many roofs show a neat eave line again once the tails
are rebuilt and the gutter line is reset.

For termite beam repair where a ridge beam carries real load, do not guess. Whether you laminate an LVL
alongside, insert a steel flitch plate, or temporarily support the ridge to swap a member, it must be engineered. I
bring in a structural specialist when the ridge is more than a board. That same rule applies to termite floor joist
repair when attic rooms live under sloped ceilings. Joists that double as tie members keep your walls from
spreading.

Termite sill plate repair matters for roof safety more than most homeowners realize. If the top of a wall does not
hold nails or anchor bolts, hurricane ties and rafter seats cannot do their job. Replacing a run of sill or top plate



often requires careful jacking in 1/8 inch increments to avoid cracking finishes. Hire patience here, not speed.

Subfloor issues in walkable attics may need termite subfloor repair along access corridors. I have replaced
sections with 3/4 inch tongue-and-groove plywood, gluing and screwing to solid joists, then adding nailers
where the old panel edges were soft. It is a small cost compared to the hospital bill from a fall.

When truss members are affected, respect the geometry. Termite framing repair on trusses should follow an
engineered repair detail that specifies scab lengths, fastener patterns, and gusset plates. Field improvisation on
trusses can create a roof that looks fine in July, then pops a diagonal crack across the living room in January.

Material choices that make a difference
Pressure-treated lumber resists future attack, but you do not want to use it indiscriminately. Treated wood can
corrode ordinary fasteners and may not match the stiffness of surrounding kiln-dried members right away. I use
treated stock for sill plates and for any replacement part in contact with masonry. For interior sisters and scabs,
select dry lumber with the same species if possible, then add a borate treatment to the assembly after the repair
is complete.

Where moisture has been a driver, swap fiber-cement for wood fascia, or use PVC trim at vulnerable eaves. On a
beach house with repeated termite damage restoration at the eaves, we replaced the lowest course of roof
sheathing with marine-grade plywood and vented the soffit more generously. The next inspection, two years
later, showed a dry, termite-boredom zone.

Stopping the leak that fed the colony
Every strong termite wood repair plan includes a moisture correction. I have traced termites to a flashing lap that
missed by a half inch, and to a bath fan venting warm, wet air into insulation instead of through a hood. Increase
attic ventilation where it is lacking, target 1 square foot of net free vent area for every 150 square feet of attic
floor, adjusted for baffles and screens. Seal around plumbing vents with flexible flashing boots. Replace cracked
ridge caps. If a chimney cricket is missing behind a wide stack, install one. Even a few degrees of slope redirecting
water away from a joint can keep termites from returning.

Safe work sequence for termite attic wood repair
Here is a simple sequence we follow on most projects. It keeps people out of harm’s way and protects the roof as
we strengthen it.

Stabilize with shoring and walkways, then isolate hazard zones with caution tape

Treat or confirm completion of termite treatment before opening new cavities

Remove finishes strategically, beginning at bearing points, then midspans

Perform structural repairs first, then restore secondary members and sheathing

Rebuild finishes, seal penetrations, and complete a final moisture and fastener check

How finishes come back together after structural work
It is not glamorous, but termite wall repair and ceiling restoration make the house feel whole again. After the
framing is solid, we hang new drywall with screws, then glue for better bond. For ceilings with prior sag, control
joints help prevent future cracks as the house cycles through seasons. Texture matching requires a calibrated eye.



Orange peel at 35 PSI with a medium tip reads differently than knockdown set for a 10 minute open time. Tones
also shift as primer soaks unevenly into new and old gypsum, so we prime twice when patch sizes differ greatly.

Flooring below often needs attention after termite floor joist repair. Doors that rubbed before may swing freely
once framing is back in plane, but sometimes they now swing too freely. A careful carpenter will reset shims, not
just plane a door edge that never needed it.

Timelines, budgets, and where the money really goes
Homeowners ask what termite damage repair costs. Fair question, complicated answer. For light attic damage,
expect 2 to 4 days of work by a two-person crew, plus materials, for a total in the low thousands. If ridge or truss
repairs need engineering, add design time and inspections, then budget in the mid to high thousands. Severe
cases with termite beam repair, significant termite sill plate repair, and drywall rehab below can push into five
figures, especially if roofing is due for replacement and we coordinate work with a roofer.

Most of the cost is labor and logistics. Hauling long sisters into cramped attics, setting shoring safely, and
stitching old to new without damaging finishes below takes time. Spending a few hundred dollars on engineering
when loads are unclear often saves thousands by avoiding overbuild or, worse, underbuild.

Insurance sometimes helps. If a covered water event caused the moisture that attracted termites, part of the
restoration may qualify. Termite damage itself is often excluded. Document with photos and moisture readings.
An adjuster who can see that the leak came first is more likely to support the claim.

Permits vary by jurisdiction. Structural termite repair near me typically triggers a simple building permit when we
alter load-bearing members or perform termite structural repair on trusses. Plan for at least one inspection,
sometimes two, and build that into the schedule.

Working with the right people
You will see plenty of search results for termite damage repair near me. Choosing a termite damage contractor
near me should not hinge on the first ad. Look for crews that speak comfortably about load paths, not just insect
treatment. They should own shoring posts, not borrow them. Ask them to show previous termite attic wood
repair projects, before and after. If they are hesitant to open a small test area before giving a hard bid, that is a
flag. Realists know surprises lurk behind every soffit.

Local termite damage repair experience matters because building styles differ. In the Southwest, I find scissor
trusses and radiant barriers. In the Northeast, knee walls and dense-pack insulation around dormers. The repair
details change with the assembly. If you live in a high-wind area, your contractor should speak the language of
uplift and connectors. If snow loads drive your design, they should talk about compression at bearing points and
the risk of shear at gussets.

Common traps and how to avoid them
Painting over a stain without fixing ventilation is the classic mistake. A close second is partial sistering. I have seen
4-foot sisters slapped into the middle of a 16-foot rafter span, which is like taping a cast to the middle of a
broken leg while ignoring the ankle and hip. Another trap is skipping termite subfloor repair because nobody
plans to walk the attic. Technicians do, and so will you when the water heater in the attic needs service.



Homeowners sometimes ask us to use metal brackets everywhere because metal feels stronger. Brackets have
their place, but timber carries load through length and bearing. A half dozen hangers on a rotten member still
leaves you with a rotten member. Better to replace a segment and tie clean wood into solid support.

An example from the field
A 1978 ranch came to us with ceiling cracks over the hallway and a noticeable dip along the rear eave. The pest
company had finished treatment two weeks prior. In the attic, we found the rear rafters chewed at their
birdsmouths for about 8 inches in from the top plate, worst near a bath fan that was venting into the insulation.
The ridge board had moderate scarring, but it was still serviceable.

We shored the rear third of the roof with two lines of columns and a 4x6 spreader. Then we removed the first two
courses of roof sheathing from the exterior, since attic access was a crawl. Working from the outside let us sister
full rafters easily. We cut back the damaged tails, installed new rafter tails with scarf joints and plywood gussets
on the flat for reinforcement, then installed full-length sisters landing on the ridge and top plate with structural
screws on a 6 inch staggered pattern.

Inside, the top plate over the hall showed surface nibbling, so we applied a borate solution, then strapped the
plate with a 16 gauge steel strap set in adhesive and screwed into each stud. We rebuilt the soffit with vented
aluminum panels and corrected the bath fan with a proper roof cap and insulated duct. Drywall repairs below
were modest, two new seams and texture blend. Total time on site was five days with a three-person crew. The
roof line came back by nearly 3/8 inch, enough to straighten the gutter. Two years later, the homeowner sent a
note after a heavy snow, happy to report no new cracks.

Prevention that actually works
You cannot termite-proof a house, but you can make it unfriendly. Keep roof penetrations tight and inspect them
every spring and fall. Make sure bath and kitchen fans vent outdoors, not into the attic. Add baffles at soffits so
insulation does not choke airflow. Ask your pest pro about a low-toxicity borate spray for vulnerable framing
during any remodeling, especially around the eaves and over wet rooms. If you replace roofing, Watsonville pre-
purchase termite inspection consider an underlayment with better vapor control and reflective properties that
keep attic temperatures steadier.

Pair those steps with periodic checks. A quick flashlight scan along the ridge and the top 2 feet of the rafters
every six months will spot early issues. Gently probe any suspicious dark spots. Hire a pro for a deeper look every
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two to three years, or after severe weather.

Where the whole house connects
Roof safety is not just a roofer’s concern. It rides on framing, sheathing, wall plates, and even the floors that carry
ladder loads during work. That is why repair termite damage to house often spans trades. When you schedule
termite framing repair, coordinate with pest control so that active colonies are neutralized before you open up
fresh wood. Bring in a roofer if shingles need temporary removal to let you work from above. In a few cases, we
have timed termite beam repair with a planned reroof, saving a client a full day of labor and keeping the attic
clean.

If you are weighing who to call first, start with structural termite repair near me. A competent crew will pull in
others as needed. If you are already working with pest control, ask them for contractors they trust to follow
through after treatment. The best teams respect each other’s roles and make the sequence seamless.

The bottom line
Termite damage is sneaky, but the solutions are straightforward when you approach them with care. Stabilize
first, map the damage, restore structure with methods that match the member and the load, then put the
building back together tighter and drier than before. Whether your need is a small termite wall repair near a
gable or full termite beam repair at the ridge, the work protects more than wood. It protects the people walking
below and the workers who will step onto your roof the next time a storm rolls through.

If you are searching for local termite damage repair or wood repair contractor termite damage near me, look for
calm confidence and specific answers. Ask about how they handle termite attic wood repair, termite sill plate
repair, and termite subfloor repair in one plan. The right expert will speak plainly about risks and options, quote a
realistic schedule, and leave you with a roof that feels as solid as it looks.


