Moving into a smaller apartment can turn a simple question—"Where will my clothes go?"—into a decision about
furniture, floor space, and moving-day logistics. If your new place has a built-in closet, should you keep your

freestanding wardrobe? If it has little or no closet space, is your current wardrobe worth bringing along?

After helping renters plan residential moves, I've seen bulky furniture cause avoidable trouble: a wardrobe blocks a
walkway, won't clear a doorway, or arrives only to crowd the room. The fix is not guessing. Measure the apartment

first, check the route in, and compare the storage you need with the space you actually have.

This guide will help you decide whether to keep, store, sell, donate, or replace a freestanding wardrobe—and

how to evaluate built-in storage, wardrobe footprint, and access to wardrobes before moving day.

Start With the Apartment, Not the Furniture

Before you decide what to do with a wardrobe, get accurate measurements of your new apartment. A room that
looks spacious in a listing photo may have a narrow layout, an awkward corner, or a closet door that needs room

to swing open. Measure the spaces where the wardrobe might go, as well as the built-in closet itself.

Measure the room and closet

* Room dimensions: Record the length and width, then note alcoves, radiators, vents, windows, and door
swings.
® Built-in closet dimensions: Measure its width, depth, and height. Check whether shelves, hanging rods, or

drawers are already installed.

* Usable closet space: Measure the actual width of each hanging section and the height below shelves—not

just the full opening.
® Clearance: Account for space to open closet doors, reach clothing, and walk past the wardrobe.

* Wall and floor conditions: Look for baseboards, sloped ceilings, uneven floors, and wall features that may

limit placement.

Then consider how you use your clothes. A closet with a single hanging rod may not meet the needs of someone
with many long garments. On the other hand, a well-organized closet with double hanging rods, shelves, and

drawers may replace a freestanding unit entirely.

Measure the doorway width before you plan around a wardrobe

Next, measure every part of the route from the building entrance to the apartment and, finally, to the room. Start
with the doorway width—the narrowest clear opening, with the door open as far as it will go. Measure hallways,
elevator doors and interiors, stairwells, tight turns, and the bedroom entrance. Also check ceiling height if you may

need to tilt the wardrobe.

Measure the wardrobe’s height, width, and depth. If it comes apart, measure its largest pieces separately and find
out how it is assembled. A wardrobe that fits in a bedroom may still be impossible to carry through the entrance
or around a stairwell turn. Confirm building rules for reservations, elevator use, and move-in hours, too. Access to

wardrobes begins with access to the apartment.



Compare Storage Capacity and Wardrobe Footprint

A built-in closet uses the room'’s existing structure and usually leaves more open floor area. A freestanding
wardrobe adds storage where the apartment may not provide enough, but it also claims a noticeable
rentdeals.com wardrobe footprint. That footprint includes more than the base: you may need room for doors to

open, drawers to slide out, and people to move around it.
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Compare the two options based on usable storage, not appearance alone. A wardrobe can look large yet have a
shallow interior, thick side panels, or a layout that wastes space. A built-in closet can look modest but hold more if

it has efficient shelves and rods.

Factor Built-in closet Freestanding wardrobe Floor space Usually preserves more open floor area Uses floor space
and may narrow walkways Storage layout Depends on the apartment’s existing shelves and rods Can provide a
specific mix of hanging space, drawers, and shelves Flexibility Stays with the apartment Can move with you, if it can
be transported and assembled Moving logistics No furniture to move Must fit the route in and may need

disassembly Visual effect Often feels integrated and less bulky Can add character, but may dominate a small room


https://www.rentdeals.com/blog/downsizing-to-a-smaller-apartment-what-to-do-with-your-furniture/

Decide What to Keep, Store, Sell, Donate, or Replace

Once you know the apartment’s dimensions and built-in storage capacity, make a decision for each wardrobe. Try
not to treat furniture as an automatic keep just because you already own it. Moving a bulky item has a cost in

time, effort, and often money. The better question is whether it solves a real storage need in the new home.

1. Keep it if the apartment lacks enough built-in storage, the wardrobe fits with comfortable clearance, and you

expect to use it regularly.

2. Store it if you have a likely future need for it, it is valuable or difficult to replace, and storage costs make

sense. Compare several months of storage fees with the cost of selling now and buying later.

3. Sell it if it is in good condition but the new apartment has enough built-in storage or the wardrobe will crowd

the room.

4. Donate it if it is usable but not worth the time or effort of selling. Check the organization’s current acceptance

rules and pickup options.

5. Replace it only after you move in, confirm what storage is missing, and measure the exact space a

replacement would occupy.

Use these questions to make the call

* How much hanging, folded, shoe, and accessory storage do | actually need?

® (Can the built-in closet handle my everyday clothes without becoming difficult to use?

e Will keeping the wardrobe leave enough space to walk, open doors, and make the bed?
® (Can the wardrobe be safely moved through every doorway, hallway, elevator, and turn?
® |s it sturdy and in good enough condition to justify moving?

* Would | choose this piece again for the new apartment, knowing its size and layout?

If you answer “no” to the final question, pause before paying to move it. Sentiment and habit are real, but they do

not create extra floor space.

Think About Scale and Visual Weight in a Small Room

A wardrobe can fit on paper and still make a room feel cramped. That is where scale and visual weight matter. A
tall, dark, solid-front piece draws the eye and can make a small bedroom feel more crowded than a lighter unit
with legs or open space beneath it. A mirrored door may reflect light, but it does not reduce the wardrobe’s

physical footprint.

Consider how much of the wall the wardrobe covers, whether it blocks natural light, and how it relates to the bed
and other furniture. A large unit placed across from the bed can dominate the room. If the wardrobe must sit near

a window, make sure it does not interfere with curtains, airflow, or access.

Ways to make a necessary wardrobe feel less imposing

® Choose a finish that blends with the wall or nearby furniture.

® Prefer a simpler profile over ornate trim if the room is already visually busy.
* Keep the top clear instead of using it for piles of boxes.

® |eave open floor around the wardrobe where the layout allows.

® Use a wardrobe with doors that suit the room'’s clearances; sliding doors may help where swing space is

limited.



Do not buy a replacement wardrobe before moving in. First, use the built-in closet for a few weeks and notice
what is inconvenient. You may find that a few organizers, extra shelves, or a small drawer unit solve the problem

without adding a full-size piece.

Check the Details of Built-In Storage

“There’s a closet” is not the same as “there’'s enough usable storage.” Before counting on built-in storage, inspect
it in person or ask for clear measurements and photos. Look for a usable hanging rod, shelf condition, depth, and
accessibility. Check whether the closet has doors and whether they open freely. If it is a reach-in closet, consider

how easily you can see and reach the items at the back.

Also separate practical limitations from cosmetic ones. A bare closet may need inexpensive organizers rather than
a whole new wardrobe. If shelving can be added without damaging the apartment or violating lease terms, it may

be a more space-efficient solution. Ask the landlord or property manager before installing anything permanent.

Think about the full household, not only your clothes. Linens, luggage, seasonal items, cleaning supplies, and
shared storage all compete for space. A wardrobe may be unnecessary for clothing but useful for items that do

not fit elsewhere. Decide where those items will live before making a final call.

Moving-Day Checklist

Before the move, write down the dimensions of the wardrobe and the narrowest measurements on its route. If a
mover is handling it, share those details in advance. Ask whether disassembly and reassembly are included and
whether the item needs special handling. Keep screws and hardware in a labeled bag attached to the relevant

piece, and photograph the wardrobe before taking it apart.

® Measure the wardrobe and all detachable components.

* Measure the doorway width, hallways, elevator, stairwell, and turns.
* Confirm building access rules and any elevator reservation.

® Empty drawers and shelves; secure or remove doors as appropriate.
* Protect corners, floors, and nearby walls during the move.

® Decide in advance where the wardrobe will go in the new apartment.

If the wardrobe does not fit the route, do not force it. Tilting or maneuvering a heavy unit without a clear plan can
damage the furniture, walls, or someone’s back. Revisit disassembly, professional help, or the sell-and-replace

option before moving day.

A Simple Rule for Choosing

Keep a freestanding wardrobe when it fills a genuine storage gap, fits the room without disrupting daily use, and
can be moved through the building safely. Let it go when the built-in closet covers your needs and the wardrobe
would take up valuable space or create a difficult move. If you are uncertain, measure first, move in, and live with

the existing storage before buying anything new.

The goal is not to own the most storage. It is to have accessible storage that works with the apartment. A tape
measure, a realistic inventory, and a quick check of access to wardrobes can save you from moving a piece that

never quite fits.



